Lesson for August 26, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Session of Jesus Christ

(Mark 16:19)

Session means a sitting or to be seated.  Theologically, the session of Jesus Christ means that upon His entrance into Heaven, after the Ascension, He was seated in the place of highest honor at the right hand of God. This means that the justice and righteousness of God the Father regarding sin were completely satisfied (propitiated) by the death of Christ on the Cross. (Hebrews 1:1-4)
Jesus Christ is the unique Person of all history.  His life, His death and His resurrection were foretold by the prophets of God thousands of years before His birth.  There are over three hundred prophecies in the Old Testament regarding the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  These prophecies outline in detail His birth, His life, His death, His resurrection and His ascension.  Jesus Christ fulfilled all of these prophecies and is without question the Messiah, the Savior of the world.  

Christ was not merely in harmony with God nor did He merely indwell or possess the humanity of Jesus.  The humanity of Jesus was born a man, in the same way that we are born, yet He remained deity.  This is why He is so unique! (John 14:18-21; Romans 8:9-10; II Corinthians 13:5; Ephesians 3:17-19; Colossians 1:27; Revelation 3:20)

Christ will never cease to be a member of the human race.  We are told that Christ is seated in the place of honor at the right hand of God the Father, which is a testimony to the fact that God is completely satisfied with Christ’s execution of the plan of salvation for mankind.  (Acts 5:31; Hebrews 1:3)

The fact that Christ was sinless uniquely qualifies Him to be our Mediator with God.  Unlike Jesus, we are born with a sin nature that has been passed down to us genetically.  It is sin (violation of God’s law) that separates us from God and keeps us from having a relationship with Him.  Created in the image of God, man was designed to have a personal relationship with God.  It was an act of disobedience against God that caused this separation to exist.  But God in His grace had already designed a plan to solve this problem. (Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24)

The plan, formulated in eternity past, called for a sin-bearer to “bridge” the gap between God and man.  This sin-bearer had to be uniquely qualified, however.  He had to have no sin of his own, He had to be equal with both parties involved and He had to be willing to bear the sin of the entire human race.  Jesus Christ volunteered to execute the plan.  Therefore, Jesus Christ became a man, lived a sinless life and became our sin-bearer. (Romans 5:8; II Corinthians 5:21)
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Christ remained free from the three categories of sin: the sin nature, Adam’s original sin and personal sins.  The sin nature is passed down genetically from the father, but Christ had no human father.  The virgin birth of Christ assured that He would have no sin nature. (I Corinthians 15:22)  Without a sin nature, Adam’s original sin could not be imputed to Christ since it had no home or target like in the rest of humanity.

His birth was unique because it was the only virgin birth in history.  Without a sin nature and under the control of God the Holy Spirit, Christ was not able to sin and able not to sin.  In His deity, He could not sin and in His humanity He was able not to sin.  Deity remains deity and humanity remains humanity.  Therefore, Jesus Christ is both God and man in one Person forever. (Hebrews 4:15; I Peter 1:19)

Foretold for thousand of years throughout the Old Testament by prophets, priests and kings, the virgin birth of Christ was an event of epic proportion.  For those who knew and understood the Scriptures, this event was a fulfillment of all that they had been taught with regard to the coming Messiah.  

From humble beginnings, this unique Person of the universe grew to manhood and began an amazing journey.  His journey from age thirty to age thirty-three was recorded for us by four of His followers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  We are very fortunate to have been given this record.  It is this record of Christ that not only teaches us how we are to treat one another, it also records the greatest love story of all time.  (Genesis 3:15; II Samuel 7:5-17; Isaiah 7:14)

This love story is between the Creator of the universe, Jesus Christ and His creations, mankind.  “Greater love hath no man than he lay down his life for his friends.”  Because of His great love, Jesus Christ laid down His life for you and me.  However, the story of Christ’s death on the cross is not the end.  Not willing that anyone would perish and spend eternity separated from God, Jesus Christ voluntarily became our sin-bearer.  Isaiah declared this fact in chapter 53, verse 6, when he said, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him (Christ) the iniquity (sin) of us all.”  This entire chapter is a detailed description of the life and death of Jesus Christ. (John 15:13)

We must remember that Jesus Christ is coequal and coeternal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  He voluntarily subordinated Himself to the Father’s plan of salvation.  This means He also deprived Himself of the exercise of His divine attributes.  At no time did Christ “empty Himself” of His deity.  He was never less than God.  He simply restricted the use of His divine attributes voluntarily.  (Colossians 2:9) 
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Jesus was born as a man and had to learn the Scriptures the same way that we do, under the control of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit was the One Who empowered Him and sustained Him throughout His life on earth.  As a man, Christ suffered in the same ways that we suffer but much greater, of course.  The ultimate humiliation was suffering the divine judgment from God for our sins. (Matthew 24:36; John 8:56, 16:14; Philippians 2:8)

As we advance in our spiritual life, Jesus Christ should become our best friend.  “There is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24)  This means that we are becoming fully aware of Christ in every area of our lives and that we are staying in fellowship with Him a maximum amount of time.  It means that we are thinking divine viewpoint based on our knowledge of His Word and that we are applying that knowledge to our circumstances.  We should have no higher goal in life than to bring honor and glory to Jesus Christ in our thoughts, in our attitudes, in our words and in our actions. (“Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” - II Corinthians 10:5) Our minds are to be saturated with His mind. (“But we have the mind of Christ” - I Corinthians 2:16b)  

Christ is our role model for living.  He demonstrated that it is possible to live in the devil’s world and fulfill God’s plan.  Just as God the Father had a plan for His Son, He also has a plan for each one of us.  We call it the Christian Way of Life.  Since Jesus Christ is our role model, it only makes good sense to think His thoughts, to have His mental attitude towards life, to have His virtues and values and to share His great happiness and capacity for life. (Hebrews 12:1-3)

As we continue to learn, think and apply Bible doctrine, God will produce the character of Jesus Christ in us.  This is the very purpose for which God keeps us alive. (Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:13-16)

We are commanded to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in I Peter 3:18.  As we grow, God is able to bless and prosper us because we have the capacity to receive from God without becoming arrogant and forgetting the source.  This is virtue in the soul - the same virtue that our Savior exhibited throughout His life on earth.

God’s plan for mankind is revealed only through God’s Word, the Bible.  God no longer speaks to man through voices, dreams or visions as He did in Old Testament times.  The Scripture is our only source of information about God’s plan.  The Bible is our “map” that guides us through life and reveals the method by which we can please God.  Since God created us, it makes good sense to want to know His plan and purpose for our lives.
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Our authority for this plan is the Word of God.  It is the Word of God that establishes the standard by which all teachings, experiences and actions are judged.  Any teaching, experience or action that does not fully agree with Scripture is wrong.  Those who distort, change or misuse God’s Word are “false apostles” and “ministers of Satan” (even if they are well-meaning).  The Bible tells the believer to note them and avoid them.

God predesigned a plan specifically for each one of us in eternity past.  This plan is a perfect plan because it was designed by a perfect Person (God).  God’s plan for you is revealed in a logical and sensible way and He also provides the means for His plan to be carried out in your life.  God was actually thinking of you in eternity past when He designed your plan.  This is one of the reasons you are here on earth: to learn and fulfill God’s plan for your life.  Failure to discover His plan and obey its commands will lead to a life of misery and guilt.  On the other hand, if you discover God’s plan and fulfill it (regardless of how long it takes to do either), you will experience an amazing life of peace, joy and happiness beyond compare.

Jesus Christ not only provided salvation, He also showed us how to execute the Christian Way of Life by His impeccable life.  As we have seen, during His life Jesus Christ experienced the same things that we do, except without sin.  He accomplished this by using the same power source that we have available to us - the Holy Spirit.  We must remember that Christ restricted the use of His deity and relied solely on the power of the Holy Spirit to sustain Him throughout His earthly ministry.  When He was about to depart this earth for Heaven, He promised to send the Holy Spirit as our Guide and Teacher.  It is the Holy Spirit Who we must rely on if we are to be successful in the proper execution of God’s plan, purpose and will for our lives.  (Colossians 2:9; John 14:16; Galatians 5:16)

