Lesson for June 17, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem

(Luke 19:1-48)
The time of the Crucifixion was near and Jesus began His journey towards Jerusalem as the crowds followed Him.  His journey took Him through the town of Jericho where He met a very wealthy tax collector named Zacchaeus who had come to see Jesus.  In order to see Jesus, Zacchaeus had to climb a tree.  When Jesus passed by He told Zacchaeus to come down so they could go to Zacchaeus’ house.  While there, Zacchaeus believed in Jesus as Savior.  Jesus then related a parable to demonstrate how the nation of Israel had rejected the Messiahship and the earthly reign of Jesus Christ.  

Before Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem, He sent His disciples to find a young donkey and bring it back.  It was upon this donkey that Jesus would enter Jerusalem to the cheers and the praises of the people of Jerusalem.  As if they were greeting their king, the people of Jerusalem shouted praise and thanksgiving to God.  It would be only a short time after this that the people of Jerusalem would cry, “Crucify Him.”

The King of kings and Lord of lords is Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ had always existed as deity.  There never was a time that He did not exist as deity.  Even while Jesus Christ was on earth in a human body, He was fully God, possessing all the attributes of deity.  More than a mere human being, Jesus Christ is the God-man, being fully divine and fully human.  We call this union in theology, “The Hypostatic Union.”  This term is derived from the Greek word for essence, “hupostatis.”  Jesus Christ is the essence of God, being Himself fully God.  He is also the essence of man, being fully man.  Jesus Christ is the unique Person of the universe.  This union of deity and humanity uniquely qualifies Christ to be the only mediator between God and mankind. (John 10:31; 12:45; 14:7; 15:24; Colossians 2:9)

His birth was also unique because it was the only virgin birth in history.  This meant that Christ was born without a sin nature, a very important fact.  Without a sin nature and being under the control of God the Holy Spirit, Christ was not able to sin and able not to sin.  In His deity, He could not sin and in His humanity He was able not to sin.  Deity remains deity and humanity remains humanity.  Therefore, Jesus Christ is both God and man in one Person forever. (Hebrews 4:15; I Peter 1:19)
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The hypostatic union of Christ is personal in that a new person came into being at the virgin birth.  Christ was not merely in harmony with God nor did He merely indwell or possess the humanity of Jesus.  Jesus was born a man, in the same way that we are born and yet He remained deity.  This is why He is so unique!  (John 14:18-21; Romans 8:9-10; II Corinthians 13:5; Ephesians 3:17-19; Colossians 1:27; Revelation 3:20)

The hypostatic union is eternal in that Christ, as God, will never cease to be a member of the human race.  We are told that Christ is seated in the place of honor at the right hand of God the Father.  This, of course, is a testimony to the fact that God is completely satisfied with Christ’s execution of the plan of salvation for mankind.  We must also remember that it is the humanity of Christ that is seated at God’s right hand.  Deity is omnipresent and does not sit. (Acts 5:31; Hebrews 1:3)

The fact that Christ was sinless uniquely qualifies Him to be our mediator with God.  Unlike Jesus, we are born with a sin nature that has been passed down to us genetically.  It is sin (violation of God’s law) that separates us from God and keeps us from having a relationship with Him.  Created in the image of God, man was designed to have a personal relationship with God.  It was an act of disobedience (sin) against God that caused this separation to exist.  But God in His grace had already designed a plan to solve this problem. (Hebrews 8:6; 9:15; 12:24)

The plan, formulated in eternity past, called for a sin-bearer to “bridge” the gap between God and man.  This sin-bearer had to be uniquely qualified, however.  He had to have no sin of his own, he had to be equal with both parties involved and he had to be willing to bear the sin of the entire human race.  Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, agreed to execute the plan.  Therefore, Jesus Christ became a man, lived a sinless life and became our sin-bearer. (Romans 5:8; II Corinthians 5:21)

The sin-bearer is described in detail in the Book of Ruth as the kinsman redeemer.  The kinsman redeemer had to meet certain requirements by Jewish law in order to redeem or buy back a relative from slavery or servitude.  The requirements for this kinsman redeemer were: he had to be a relative, he had to be able monetarily to pay the price of redemption and he had to be willing to pay the ransom price.  In the Book of Ruth, we see Boaz fulfill all of these requirements and redeem Ruth.  Boaz is the perfect type of Christ, our kinsman redeemer.  
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It is Christ that has met the purchase price for our salvation, as a willing sacrifice for our sin.  Christ was related to mankind, the only Person that could meet the price for our ransom and He willingly sacrificed Himself on our behalf.  Therefore, Jesus Christ met all the requirements of a kinsman redeemer and purchased us from the slave market of sin. (Matthew 20:28; Mark 10:45; I Timothy 2:6)

Foretold for thousand of years throughout the Old Testament by prophets, priests and kings, the virgin birth of Christ was an event of epic proportion.  For those that knew the Scriptures, this event was a fulfillment of all that they had been taught with regard to the coming Messiah (Anointed One).  The place and manner of His birth had long been prophesied by Jews and Gentiles alike.  His birth caused kings to fear, wise men to rejoice and angels to sing.  It was this unique Person that was entering the city of Jerusalem in a triumphal procession.

How can we know for sure that Jesus of Nazareth was from a royal bloodline and why is that fact important?  Both Matthew and Luke testify to the fact that Jesus was from the line of King David and therefore royalty.  Matthew traces the linage of Jesus through his legal father, Joseph and Luke traces the linage through his mother, Mary.  

The passage in Matthew is clear as written.  However, the passage in Luke needs some explanation.  You might notice that in some translations Joseph is called the son of Heli in Luke, but in Matthew he is called the son of Jacob.  This seeming contradiction is easily explained.  The words “the son” in some translations is in italics, meaning that they were added by the translators.  Joseph was not the son of Heli, but the son-in-law.  In the ancient Jewish societies the son-in-law was often referred to as a son, so this explains the reasoning behind the Jewish translators adding the words “the son.”  In Jewish society at the time, women could not inherit under normal circumstances, therefore the linage of a family was normally traced through the husband.  Mary’s father was Heli and his linage was traced back to David and beyond to Adam in Luke.  There is also a phrase in this passage that supports this fact.  It is the phrase “as supposed,” meaning Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus.

It is important to document this fact in order to fulfill a prophecy from the Old Testament regarding David’s descendents.  This prophecy is recorded in 

II Samuel 7:4-16 and confirmed in Psalm 89:3-4, 34-36.  This covenant (agreement) is called the Davidic Covenant in theology.  This unconditional covenant was given to David and promised a royal linage, a throne and a kingdom.  It is this covenant that establishes forever the line of David through which the Messiah Jesus Christ would come.  
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The promises of the Davidic Covenant guaranteed five things:

1)  David will have a son to succeed him as king.

2) David will have a child and he will build the Temple.

3) His kingdom will be established forever - a prophecy regarding the Millennium.

4) David’s throne will be established forever, which is a reference to the Messianic rulership of Christ during the Millennium.

5) Disobedience will not negate God’s promise to David, even though the nation of Israel will be disciplined.

On this day recorded by Luke, the royal Son of David was entering the city of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem was the sacred city of the Jews and the place where the Temple was built.  As we have studied, Jerusalem was the city where the various Jewish feasts were observed every year.  It was a city that Jesus loved, and He wept over the unbelief that was found in this city.  Jerusalem was the city of royalty in the Old Testament, built by King Solomon, the son of David.  It is the city that will be restored during the millennial reign of Jesus Christ.  And, at the end of the Millennium the New Jerusalem will appear from Heaven.  

Soon there would be a turn of events as Jesus continued His journey to the Cross.  The triumphal entry into Jerusalem would soon be forgotten.  It would be only a short time after this that the people of Jerusalem would demand, “Crucify Him.” 

