Lesson for May 20, 2007

The Life of Christ

Freedom Laws for Believers and a Story of Gratitude 
(Luke 17:1-37)

Jesus began to warn His disciples about those who become stumbling blocks to others.  The Pharisees were guilty of doing this to the nation of Israel.  For believers, it is important that we understand this principle and apply it to our individual lives.  As believers, we have freedom in Christ and are not obligated in any way to obey the Law of Moses.  However, when we entered into God’s family by faith in Christ we received a new law – the Law of Christ.  Under His law we are to make sure that we do not cause another person to “stumble.”  Therefore, we need to look at four “freedom laws” that pertain to believers in the Church Age. 

The Law of Liberty

A believer has two freedoms: volition as a human being and liberty as a believer. 

(I Corinthians 6:12)  The Law of Liberty is directed toward self under the privacy of the priesthood for those who have an advanced understanding of Bible doctrine and can therefore make the proper application when necessary. (Colossians 3:17; I Peter 2:5,9)  As a believer, you should not want to offend or hurt other believers.  Even though you have liberty in Christ to do many things that are normally thought of as sins by the legalistic crowd, for the sake of the weaker believer you should refrain if you believe it will hinder his spiritual growth.  (I Corinthians 8:4-9)  The Law of Liberty operates only under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine circulating in the soul.  (John 8:32; Galatians 5:16; I Corinthians 2:10-13)  The Law of Liberty operates in harmony with the other freedom laws.  (Galatians 5:1-13)  

The Law of Expediency

The Law of Expediency is directed toward an unbeliever by a believer when he is witnessing for Christ with words or with his life. (I Corinthians 9:16-23, 

I Corinthians 10:23-24)  The Law of Expediency is a superceding law, in that the believer may choose not to participate in certain activities even though he is not forbidden to do so by the Word of God. (I Corinthians 6:12)  The Law of Expediency sets up rapport between the Gospel and the unbeliever when dealing with certain issues or practices that are not specifically forbidden by the Word of God. (I Corinthians 10:28-33)  The Law of Expediency allows the Law of Liberty to operate freely without compromise. (I Corinthians 9:19-23,10:23)  The Law of Expediency is not designed to compromise Bible doctrine (a right thing must always be done in a right way).  And this law is not designed to lead you into false doctrine or lies in order to win a person to Christ. (Ephesians 4:15)
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The Law of Love

The Law of Love is directed toward those believers who have not had the opportunity to advance in their spiritual lives. (I Corinthians 8:7-11)  The Law of Love is also a superceding law. (Galatians 5:13-14)  This means the exercise of impersonal love toward other believers.  The Law of Love supercedes our freedom in Christ to engage in many activities that are not sinful, but may be offensive to the spiritually weak believer.  (Romans 14:14-16)  However, do not abstain from harmless things because of legalism. (Romans 14:14)  Do abstain from harmless things if you believe it will cause a believer to stumble. (Romans 14:13,21)  And above all, never get involved in another’s sin (if there is a question about it, don’t do it). (Romans 14:22-23)

The Law of Supreme Sacrifice

The Law of Supreme Sacrifice is directed toward God for those in the ministry and for all believers when utilizing their spiritual gifts. (Ephesians 4:11-16)  The Law of Supreme Sacrifice is often applied when a believer has to sacrifice certain normal activities or pleasures of life in order to “serve” God, which includes missionary service, pastor-teacher and others in fulltime ministry. (I Corinthians 9:1-15)  For example, if you are sent to the mission field in an area where drinking alcohol is forbidden in society, then you should not drink alcohol less you hinder your effectiveness for Christ, even though drinking alcohol is not forbidden in the Word of God.
In Luke 11 –19 we find a story about gratitude.  As Jesus is passing through a certain region of Samaria, He enters a village where He comes upon ten men with leprosy.  The lepers cry out to Jesus for healing, so Jesus heals them.  The story of gratitude or lack of it is that only one leper turned back after he was healed to give Jesus thanks, and the Bible says that he was a Samaritan. Remember, Jesus was a Jew and there was great hatred between the two races.  But as we see, the grace of God transcends all racial barriers.  Jesus came to seek and to save all that were lost.  The real healing for this man came when Jesus said that the man’s faith had made him whole.  He received spiritual healing and physical healing for which he was truly grateful.

Gratitude is defined as thankfulness, appreciation and gratefulness.  Gratitude is a matter of having the right attitude.  And attitude is everything!  Knowing who we are and what we have as a result of being in union with Jesus Christ should cause us to be grateful.  As we grow up spiritually, our gratitude will also grow.  If we understand that our lives are in God’s hands and that He will direct our paths, if we choose to allow Him to, we can have gratitude in any circumstance of life. (Colossians 2:6-8)
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We must also learn to be grateful for even the hardships in life.  Quite often these situations are used by God to teach us valuable lessons. They can also reveal areas of weakness with which we need to deal.  How we handle these hardships can be a springboard to advance us in the Christian Way of Life by increasing our faith in God and our dependence upon God.  A life of gratitude also prepares us for gratitude in death. (I Corinthians 2:14,15:54-57; I Thessalonians 5:18) 

When we make the choice to know Jesus Christ not only as our Savior, but also as our example, the standard to which we are to achieve, we will discover the right attitude that we are to exhibit.  By following Christ’s example we can be victorious.  According to God’s Word, Christ who is God, set aside His deity in order to become a man.  We call this in Theology, the Hypostatic Union.  As the God-man, Jesus Christ made the choice to humble Himself and obey God the Father’s plan of salvation.  This plan called for Jesus Christ to die on the cross as a substitute for each of us.  Jesus Christ went to the cross in a state of perfection having lived a perfect (sinless) life as a human being, utilizing the power of the Holy Spirit.  This same power is ours as believers in Christ, given to us in order to live a victorious life. (Philippians 2:6-7)

Christ’s obedience to the Father’s plan is an example to us to do the same.  Did Christ complain about or find fault with the Father’s plan?  Of course not!  His attitude was one of humility and obedience.  Jesus Christ had a personal sense of destiny.  He knew exactly what the plan entailed and willingly executed it.  We should be grateful that He did, because it was for our benefit, not only for salvation, but also as an example of how to live the Christian Way of Life.

(Philippians 2:5-16)

Our attitude is a mirror into our soul.  God’s Word is very clear on this subject.  We are told time and again throughout the Scriptures that are to do everything without grumbling and complaining.  (Philippians 2:14-15)  You will recall the story of the children of Israel in the wilderness.  It took them 40 years to make an 11-day trip.  Why?  Because they had bad attitudes!  They continually complained to Moses and blamed God for everything they didn’t like along the way.  The result was that that generation was not allowed to enter the Promised Land. (Book of Numbers)

An attitude of gratitude and an attitude of grumbling, complaining and faultfinding are mutually exclusive.  Our attitude lets us know whether or not we are trusting God in every situation.  Life is not always easy, but trusting God should be.  After all, doesn’t He have the best in mind for us? (Ephesians 4:29-32) 
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When we complain, we are voicing dissatisfaction and discontentment with our situation to God.  Therefore, we are complaining about what He is or is not doing, instead of trusting Him and using the faith-rest technique.  I wonder if we have considered that when we have a complaining and worried attitude, that we are actually criticizing God?  Is this not the height of human arrogance?  We cannot be trusting in God and complaining and worrying at the same time.  Remember, many situations that we face are of our own doing, not God’s.  God however will often use these situations to teach us valuable lessons.  And God is always there to help us through these situations.  An attitude of faith brings victory in every trial or test we face.  If we pass the test with a good attitude, we have benefited ourselves.  God never tests us beyond what we can handle, but we don’t know what we can handle until He tests us.  And just because we can handle our situation doesn’t mean that we will handle it correctly.  Proper application of the truth that we have learned from the Word of God is the key to victory in any test. (I Corinthians 10:13; I Thessalonians 5:18; I Peter 4:12-14)

A part of gratitude is being content with what you have.  God warns against a lustful attitude and encourages us to be satisfied with what He has already provided.  His promise to all believers is that He will never leave us nor forsake us.  God knows even before it happens what each of us will face in life, and He has made every provision for us.  Our responsibility is to exercise our faith by always giving thanks regardless of circumstances, knowing that God is working things out to benefit us, if we are properly executing the Christian Way of Life. (Philippians 4:11; Ephesians 5:20; Romans 8:28)

