Lesson for April 22, 2007

The Life of Christ

Discipleship

(Luke 14:1-35)

In Luke 14 Jesus used a number of parables to illustrate the importance of understanding the cost of becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ.  The Greek word for disciple is “mathetes,” which means a learner.  The Greek root word “math” means thought accompanied by endeavor.  Therefore, a disciple is a person who follows the teaching of someone.  A Christian disciple is a believer who follows or imitates Christ’s teachings.  

Becoming a disciple of Christ is accomplished only by learning and applying  accurate Bible doctrine.  The New Testament model of making disciples is done in the context of the local church by a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher teaching accurate Bible doctrine.  Others in the local congregation who have the spiritual gift of teaching may also be involved in teaching accurate Bible doctrine. The reality for the maturing adult believer is that it is his individual responsibility to disciple himself by applying the accurate Bible doctrine that he learns from his pastor-teacher.  (Ephesians 4:11-16)

Ephesians 4:12


For the perfecting of the saints means to equip or to train for battle.  The Greek word for perfecting is “katartismos” meaning to prepare fully.  The phrase for the work of the ministry is a reference to a believer functioning under his/her spiritual gift within the local church.  Ministry is the Greek word “diakomia,” which means a spiritual service.  For the edifying of the body of Christ means to promote spiritual growth.  The Greek word for edify is “oikodome,” which means a building process.  Equipping of the believer is done by the gift of pastor/teacher under the guidance of the Holy Spirit of both the teacher and the student.  The consistent and accurate teaching of the Word of God by the pastor/teacher promotes spiritual growth, which can result in Christian discipleship.

Ephesians 4:13

Till we all come in the unity of the faith is a reference to unity as a result of the study and application of the same accurate Bible doctrine by the local church.  Here are the key Greek words in this verse: 1) come is “kataneo,” meaning to attain a goal 2) unity is “enotes,” meaning oneness 3) faith is “pistis, meaning a system of doctrine or the body of doctrine that we believe.  Maturing believers are learning a system of doctrine (same categories, same orientation, same understanding), which is the unity.
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And of the knowledge of the Son of God means learning full knowledge about Jesus Christ by the study of God’s Word, which is the mind of Christ. (Philippians 2:5)  Unto a perfect man is taken from two Greek words, “teleios + aner” when combined mean a complete or mature person (in contrast to a child or infant).  Unto the measure of the fullness of Christ uses two Greek words: 1) measure is “metron,” meaning a standard of comparison 2) fullness is “pleroma” meaning completeness.  As our prototype, Jesus Christ was completely mature under the filling of the Holy Spirit and utilized the power of the Holy Spirit to live an impeccable life.  He alone is our standard of comparison.

Ephesians 4:14

That we be no more children, means to grow up.  The Greek word for children is “nepios,” and means an infant or in this case, spiritually immature.  Tossed to and fro is translated from the Greek word “kludonizomai,” meaning to be tossed by waves, as a ship out of control, or to be unstable.  And carried about is from the Greek word “periphero,” meaning to be carried on a wave, moved from one place to another, or easily swayed.  With every wind of doctrine by the sleight of men means to be deceived.  The Greek word for sleight is “kubia, “ meaning to play dice or trickery and the phrase, “and cunning craftiness, is the Greek word “panourgia, meaning to cheat.  Whereby they lie in wait to deceive is translated from two Greek words “methodia,” meaning deceitful, scheming methods and ”plane,” meaning fraud.

Prior to learning and applying Bible doctrine, the immature believer is susceptible to believing false doctrine.  This, of course, causes instability in the Christian life.  One of Satan’s favorite tricks is to get you to believe a lie that sounds biblical and spiritual.

Ephesians 4:15

But speaking the truth in love is what the pastor-teacher is to do so that the hearer may grow to spiritul maturity.  Love is the Greek word “agape,” which we know as virtue-love (impersonal love based on our virtue from Bible doctrine stored in our souls).  May grow up is the Greek word “auxano,” which means to increase or to mature.  Into Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ, means that Jesus Christ is the standard of spiritual maturity to which we are to strive to attain.

Ephesians 4:16

From whom the whole body fitly joined together is translated from the Greek word “sunarmologeo,” meaning properly framed together, or a proper fit.  And compacted is the Greek word “sunlubazo,” meaning to unite together or knit 
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together.  By that which every joint supplieth is translated from two Greek words 1) “haphi,” meaning a fastening device or a band 2) “epichoregia,” meaning to fully supply.  The body of Christ is made up of many members, each with a spiritual gift.  Strength in the body of Christ depends on the level of maturity of each member and the utilization of his particular spiritual gift.

According to is the Greek word “kata,” meaning a norm or a standard.  The effectual working is translated from the Greek word “energia,” meaning the operating power.  In the measure of every part maketh increase of the body is from the Greek words “metron” meaning a standard and “auxano” meaning growth.  Unto the edifying of itself in love comes from the Greek words “oikodome,” meaning a building process or the promotion of spiritual growth and “agape,” meaning virtue-love.

Our job as believers in Jesus Christ is to learn and apply Bible doctrine to our lives, thereby “discipling” ourselves.  The Bible calls this “wisdom” and this wisdom has the potential to take us to spiritual maturity.  As growing believers, we should be allowing the Holy Spirit to develop the character of Jesus Christ in our souls (the true meaning of a disciple). (Galatians 5:22-23)

Jesus went on to say that salt which has lost it savor is not good for anything but to be thrown out.  The maturing believer is the salt, but if he stops advancing in his spiritual life he will become a reversionist.  Reversionism is the condition of a believer who has become negative toward Bible doctrine and as a result has stopped growing spiritually.  It is failure to follow God’s plan of executing the Christian Way of Life.  The reversionist is a believer in perpetual carnality (out of fellowship with God and controlled by his sin nature).

The reversionist is said to be an enemy of God, an enemy of the Cross, a child of the devil, double-minded and unstable in all his ways. He does not abide in the teaching of Christ, he deludes himself, he lacks faith, he faints in his mind, he is a prisoner to sin, he has come short of the grace of God, his soul is tortured and he is subject to divine discipline.  The reversionist has left his first love (salvation), fallen away from his spiritual life and has become a lukewarm believer. (James 4:4; Philippians 3:18-19; I John 3:10; James 1:8, 4:8; II John 9; James 1:22-24; Romans 7:23; Hebrews 12:3-15; II Peter 2:7-8; Revelation 2)

Some believers start their Christian lives very well, under sound, accurate doctrinal teaching from their pastor-teacher.  Others wander off immediately after salvation, and remain in a state of carnality (perpetually out of fellowship with God) until they die.  When a believer abandons Bible doctrine, it is a short step into the arrogance complex of sins.  These sins are self-justification, self-deception and self-absorption.  Being no longer influenced by the doctrine in their souls, these believers become totally preoccupied with themselves.  This, of 

Page 4, The Life of Christ, Discipleship

course, is a huge distraction to any believer attempting to execute God’s plan.  The arrogance complex leads the believer into all kinds of sin, especially mental attitude sins and eventuates in the early stages of reversionism.  

As the slide continues, the reversionistic believer is distracted by the details of life and reacts to everyone and everything in a negative manner.  Pleasure, people or profession are put before God, His plan and His Word.  The result is a series of bad decisions from a position of weakness.  As the spiritual nature is starved (no application of Bible doctrine) and the sin nature is fed, this believer sinks deeper into the quagmire of reversionism.  In a frantic search for happiness the reversionsist acts out whatever his particular trend of the sin nature happens to be.  

As the reversionist moves further away from God, his conscience becomes more and more seared, his norms and standards revert to human viewpoint and the “scar tissue” of the soul begins to build.  Capacity for life is replaced with the temporary happiness of the World System: money, power, social status and material possessions.  What a person thought was going to bring them lasting happiness only brings delusion.  Delusion leads to frustration, discouragement and even depression. (I Timothy 4:2)

Turning to emotion, which was never designed by God to control the soul, but was designed as a response mechanism, the reversionist revolts. This emotional revolt, whether knowingly or in ignorance, rejects the authority of Bible doctrine, resulting in mental instability and mental imbalance.  It is impossible to execute God’s plan for your life, if your life is ruled by emotion.  Emotion, a tool of Satan used to counterfeit the work of God, can control the soul even of the believer who has been learning doctrine.  When emotion is allowed to take over, Divine Viewpoint Thinking and application of doctrine are impossible.  The slide into reversionism continues as “your experience” (usually an emotional one) replaces the truth of God’s Word. (Romans 16:17-18)

No longer a disciple of Christ, the reversionistic believer’s instability causes him to become divorced from reality.  What he should love he hates and what he should value in life he rejects as worthless.  Priorities are reversed, norms and standards are reversed and thinking is reversed.  At this point the believer can no longer be distinguished from the unbeliever.  The believer has become a hater of God, the enemy of God, an antichrist and a disciple of the devil. (John 15:23; James 4:4; I John 2:18; 3:8-10)  God hates reversionism but He loves the reversionist.  The reversionist still has eternal life, but never has the victory in life that God intended for him.  However, the potential is still there and it is God’s desire that all believers become winners by executing His plan, purpose and will.

