Lesson for April 15, 2007

The Life of Christ

Judging, Divine Production and Demonism

(Luke 13:1-35)

In Luke 13 there are two events that Jesus used to teach the importance of not judging others.  The first was a story that apparently had recently happened in the region.  There had been an uprising among the sect of the zealots from Galilee.  Pilate had commanded a squad of soldiers to put an end to it and some of the zealots were killed.  Some thought that these zealots were allowed by God to be killed because they were greater sinners than the “ordinary” Galilean.  Jesus assured them that this was not the case, and warned the hearers that unless they changed their minds and believed in Him for salvation that they would come under the judgment of God.  The second story was about eighteen people who had been killed when a tower in Siloam fell.  Jesus repeated His warning regarding believing in Him as Savior.

Judging - James 3

v.1-2 Dear brothers, don’t be too eager to tell others their faults, for we all make many mistakes; and when we set ourselves up as teachers, we also set ourselves up for stricter discipline when we sin.  

v.3 We can make a horse turn around and go wherever we want by means of a small bit in his mouth.

v.4 And a tiny rudder makes a huge ship turn wherever the pilot wants it to go, even though the winds are strong.

v.5 So also the tongue is a small thing, but what enormous damage it can do.  A great forest can be set on fire by one tiny spark.

v.6 And the tongue is a flame of fire.  It is full of wickedness, and poisons every part of the body.  And the tongue is set on fire by hell itself, and can turn our whole lives into a blazing flame of destruction and disaster. 

v.7 Men have trained, or can train, every kind of animal or bird that lives and every kind of reptile and fish.

v.8 But no human being can tame the tongue.  It is always ready to pour out its deadly poison.

v.9 Sometimes it praises our heavenly Father, and sometimes it breaks out into curses against men who are made in the likeness of God.

v.10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth.  Dear brothers, surely this is not right!

v.11 Does a spring of water bubble out first fresh water and then with bitter water?

v.12 Can you pick olives from a fig tree, or figs from a grapevine?  No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty pool.

v.13 If you are wise, live a spiritual life of divine goodness by means of divine wisdom which brings glory to God, not self.
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v.14 And by all means don’t brag about being wise and good if you are bitter and jealous and selfish; that is the worst sort of lie.

v.15 For jealousy and selfishness are not God’s kind of wisdom.  Such things are earthly, unspiritual, inspired by the devil.

v.16 For wherever there is jealousy or selfish ambition, there will be disorder and every other kind of evil.

v.17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure and full of quiet gentleness.  Then it is peace-loving and courteous.  It allows discussion and is willing to yield to others.  It is full of mercy and good deeds.  It is without partiality and without hypocrisy.  

v.18 And those that are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace and reap a harvest of goodness.

Jesus spoke a parable about a fig tree that failed to bear fruit in Luke 13:6-9 illustrating the importance of living your spiritual life and divine production.

Divine Production - Galatians 5:16-26

v.16 In Greek the word for “walk” is “stoicheo”, which means to walk in a straight line.  If we are “walking in the Spirit” our steps will align with His.  In other words, we will allow the Holy Spirit to guide our “steps.”  Please remember that God is not an ogre waiting for us to fail so He can “zap” us.  God loves us and wants only the best for us.  Therefore, we should learn to love ourselves, which entails self-worth and self-respect.  God in His grace is always there for us, even in times of our failure.  Since God has compassion on us, we should have compassion on ourselves.  Evaluate yourself, make the necessary corrections and move forward, one step at a time.  But don’t spend time beating yourself up or condemning yourself because of some past failure. (I John 1:6-10)

v.17 The desires of the flesh (sin nature) oppose the desires of God.  They are contrary to one another.  If you yield to one, it cancels the other.  You are either 100% spiritual (controlled by the Holy Spirit) or you are 100% carnal (controlled by the sin nature).  Remember, the Christian Way of Life is about making the right choices.

v.18 If you are allowing the Holy Spirit to lead (guide) you, you are not under the control of the law.  But what law? - the law of the flesh (sin nature)  What is the law of the flesh? - “If it feels good do it.”

v.19-21 Here we have a list of the “deeds of the flesh.”  Let us remember that these verses are talking about believers.   Both overt sins and mental attitude sins are mentioned. 
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v.22-23 Here we have a list of the “deeds of the Holy Spirit,” which is divine production.  These characteristics of Christ can be produced in the life of the believer.  Divine production is always a matter of right motivation, right power and right choices.  All of these can be produced by God the Holy Spirit, when the believer is allowing Him to influence and guide his thinking.

v.24 Positional sanctification is clearly stated here.  The person who belongs to Christ has “crucified the flesh” (sin nature).  However, the believer still possesses a sin nature and still sins.  So, this is an obvious reference to positional truth and it is potential only experientially.

v.25-26 Here we see experiential sanctification and application.  Since we are positionally “in Christ,” we are to strive to make our daily experience align with our position in Christ.

Once again, while Jesus was teaching in the synagogue on the Sabbath He had the opportunity to perform a miracle by healing a woman who had been seriously ill for eighteen years because of demon possession.  As usual, the Jewish religious leaders attacked Jesus by accusing Him of casting out demons by the power of Satan.

Demonism

The Greek word for demon is “daimon,” which means an evil spirit.  Demons are actually “fallen angels,” who followed Satan in the angelic revolt against God in eternity past.  Biblical terms such as familiar spirits and devils are references to demons.  (Matthew 8:28; I Timothy 4:1)  Demons can possess (indwell), do harm, inflict mental illness and physical illness on unbelievers.  (Matthew 12:22; Mark 5:5-15, 9:17,25; Luke 4:35, 8:36)  Even though a demon cannot possess (indwell) a believer, he can do harm, seduce and influence him. (I Timothy 4:1; 

I Corinthians 10:20-21; I John 4:4) Demons were used by God to discipline  believers. (II Corinthians 12:7)

Satan is the ruler of this world system and he relies on an army of demons to do his bidding.  There are many examples in Scripture about demonism.  Nations have been toppled because of demon possession and influence.  (II Kings 21:1-13; I Chronicles 10:13-14)  Of course, Satan is commander of these demons and it is his ultimate goal to destroy mankind anyway he can. 

Satan’s original name was Lucifer, which means Son of the Morning.  He was God’s most beautiful creation and far above the other angels in authority. (Ezekiel 28:14-17)  He became Satan by rebelling against the authority of God. (Isaiah 14:12-15)  He has superior intellect to man.  
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Satan is called the “dragon,” which means to see clearly. (Revelation 12:9)  Some of the names for Satan and their meanings are:

1) Lucifer - son of the morning

2) Devil - accuser

3) Old Serpent - deceiver

4) Satan - adversary

5) Dragon - evil intelligence

6) Belzebub - prince of demons

7) Belial - good for nothing
8) Wicked One - evil one

9) Prince of this World - ruler of this world system

Some of the descriptions of Satan are:

1) Counterfeiter (II Corinthians 11:13-15)

2) Liar (John 8:44)

3) Killer (Hebrews 2:14-15)

4) Deceiver (II Corinthians 2:11)

5) Blinder of minds (II Corinthians 4:3-4, II Thessalonians 2:9-10)

6) Author of sin (I John 3:8)

7) Producer of illnesses (Matthew 24:24, II Thessalonians 2:9, Revelation 16:14)

8) Accuser (Revelation 12:10)

9) Hinderer of believers (II Corinthians 12:7, I Thessalonians 2:18)
Idolatry is a method used by Satan for demon possession.  (I Corinthians 10:14-21)  Idolatry is forbidden throughout the Word of God.  (Exodus 20:1-23, 23:24; Deuteronomy 4:28, 5:7, 7:16, 8:19)  Idolatry is an attack on the love for God. (Jeremiah 3:8-10; Ezekiel 16:23-43; Revelation 17:1-5)  Idolatry of mind precedes idolatry of practice. (Judges 2:10-13; Ezekiel 14:7)  Idolatry is caused by rejection of Jesus Christ and negative volition toward doctrine.  (Romans 1:18-25) Idolatry of a nation causes divine judgment and discipline. (Isaiah 2:8-20, 36:18-37; Jeremiah 2:27-30, 3:6-11; 7:1-4)  Believers who worship idols can be influenced by demons. (I Corinthians 10:19-21)

Jesus’ final warning in Luke 13 was to make sure His hearers were not deceived into believing a lie regarding salvation.  He encouraged them to enter into salvation through the “gate” of faith in Christ and do not be deceived by the false teachings of the Pharisees.  Salvation is and always has been by faith alone in Christ alone.  

