Lesson for April 8, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Legalism of the Pharisees vs. The Grace of God

(Luke 12:1-59)

After Christ announced the woes on the Pharisees and the Jewish lawyers, He began to warn against the “leaven” of the Pharisees, which He called hypocrisy.  Leaven in the Bible always speaks of sin or evil.  The Pharisees, of course, were the biggest hypocrites in the nation.  They appeared to be “righteous” on the outside, but inwardly they were evil.  They had turned the grace of God into a system of human works and legalism, which blinded people to the truth.  This was the leaven that Jesus was warning about. 

Jesus began to tell His disciples that they would suffer much persecution after He departed the earth, but that God would provide logistical grace blessings to sustain them.  Jesus further taught them in parables that they were to be busy executing God’s plan, purpose and will until He returns. He also said that He was a divider of men.  At Gospel hearing a person either accepts Jesus Christ as Savior or rejects Him.  As a believer, a person either accepts God’s plan of grace or rejects it.  When the believer fails to grow spiritually, he has automatically rejected God’s plan.  When a believer attempts to execute the Christian way of life by his own ability, intelligence, charisma or any other means, he has rejected God’s plan of grace.  The result is normally some form of legalism or self-righteous arrogance.  

Grace is all that God is free to do for mankind on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Grace is undeserved mercy and unmerited favor.  Grace is the title of God’s plan and His policy for mankind.  The believer is to be oriented to God’s grace. To orient means to set right by adjusting to facts or principles, to put oneself into correct position or relation or to acquaint oneself with the existing situation.  Grace Orientation, therefore, means to become familiar with God’s grace plan and grace policies by adjusting to the facts and principles found in the Word of God, which puts you in correct relation to God and others.  

The maximum expression of God’s grace was the Cross.  Jesus Christ paid the penalty for all sin.  Therefore, sin is no longer an issue in salvation. (I Peter 2:24)  We are free to accept or reject God’s free gift of eternal life.  The plan of God is for all of mankind to come to know His Son, Jesus Christ.  (II Peter 3:9)  Because Jesus Christ completely satisfied the righteousness and justice of God, God is now free to give eternal life and the other 40+ spiritual assets at salvation.  (John 2:1-2) Our salvation brings glory to God.  (Hebrews 2:9)  When we trust Christ as our personal Savior this is the first step in adjusting to God’s grace. (Romans 3:24)
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God’s grace has always been operational in relation to mankind.  Even under the Mosaic Law, God’s grace was at work in the lives of believers and unbelievers alike.  God, in His grace, has revealed Himself to the entire human race beginning with Adam.  Salvation for mankind has always been on the basis of God’s grace through faith and faith alone in Jesus Christ.  Even the Law was a grace gift from God to show the unbeliever his need for a savior and to guide him to the Cross.  Many of the Levitical offerings pointed to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ. (Romans 1:20, 4:3; Genesis 15:6; Galatians 3:24)

After salvation, God the Holy Spirit (when allowed) does the work in the life of the believer, which produces the character of Jesus Christ in us.  (Romans 8:29, Galatians 5:22-23)  We should be truly thankful that God’s plan does not depend upon us, but upon Him.  If you have your eyes on what you are doing for God or even what someone else is doing for God (even the pastor) you will never be grace-oriented.  Our focus should always be on what God is doing.  God treats us in grace because of His character. 

God has a perfect plan for each one of us, but it is up to us to discover that plan.  The filling of the Holy Spirit, which means we are being controlled and guided by Him, is a grace provision from God.  This allows every believer to understand His Word, regardless of education or IQ.  Therefore, we are commanded to be strong in grace.  (II Timothy 2:1)  We are to grow in the grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ.  (II Peter 3:8)  We find grace in our prayer life.  (Hebrews 4:16)  There is stability in grace. (I Peter 5:2)  God gives us grace to become the person He wants us to be. (I Corinthians 15:10)  God’s grace is always sufficient in our time of suffering.  (II Corinthians 12:9)  God is waiting to show His grace to every believer.  (Isaiah 30:18-19)  

The opposite of grace is legalism. (Romans 11:6) Legalism is performing human good works in an attempt to gain the favor or approval of God, either for salvation or spirituality.  Producing human good brings glory to man.  Producing divine good through the filling of the Holy Spirit brings glory to God.  Human works added to faith in salvation cancels grace. (Galatians 2:16) Human works added to the Christian life cancels God’s grace. (Galatians 5:1)

Some examples of legalism are:

1) Trying to work your way to heaven.

2)  Trying to impress God with your manner of life, money, church

    attendance or reformation of the devil’s world, etc.

3) Saying that you must do good works or you will lose your salvation.

4) Telling other believers how they must act, dress, talk, etc. in order to

      be spiritual.  In other words, forcing certain taboos on others.
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Liberty means that Christ has set us free from “law-keeping” and legalism (the yoke of bondage).  He accomplished this by introducing a new covenant between God and man called Grace. (Galatians 5:1) 

How to be Grace Oriented

1) Learn, believe and apply the Word of God to your daily thoughts and experiences.  (II Timothy 2:15; Romans 12:1-2; II Peter 3:18)

2) Exhibit impersonal love towards others as Christ did.  (I John 4:7)

3) Share your faith with others.  (Matthew 28:19-20)

4) Be tolerant of others.  (Philippians 2:1-4)

5) Pray for others.  (James 5:16)

6) Stop living in the past and stop feeling guilty for past failures or sins. (Psalms 103:12, Philippians 3:13-13; Hebrews 12:1-2)

7) Stop worrying about everything.  (Philippians 4:6)

8) Let others see the light of Christ in your life. (Ephesians 5:1-17)

9)  Begin to think divine viewpoint.  (Philippians 2:5-13)

10)  Take your problems to the Lord and leave them there. (Hebrews 4:16; I Peter 5:7)

God has plenty of grace to go around.  From the day you become a believer, God’s grace begins to be multiplied to you and will go on forever.  God’s resources are infinite and He always has something for you in His grace plan.  It is impossible to remove yourself from the sphere of God’s grace as a believer (eternal security is grace).  Even discipline from God is grace.  You may not understand God’s grace, but you can never escape it! (Romans 8:38-39)

God in His sovereignty decided to treat man in grace.  (Ephesians 3:11) However, righteousness and justice stood in the way because of the barrier of sin. (Romans 3:23)  Righteousness cannot have fellowship with unrighteousness. (Isaiah 59:2)  Justice demanded a penalty for sin. (Romans 6:23)  In His love God sent His Son to the Cross to die for the sins of the world and to pay the penalty for sin. (Romans 5:8; John 3:16)   The barrier of sin is now removed. (Colossians 1:20-22)  So righteousness and justice are satisfied and love, eternal life, spiritual assets and spiritual blessings are free to flow through the grace pipeline to the person who believes in Christ as Savior. (I John 2:2) However, you must have the capacity to receive these blessings from God.  Capacity for blessings comes from knowledge and application of accurate Bible doctrine.

Learning God’s Word, as you know, is a grace process that takes time.  Under the control of the Holy Spirit we apply as we learn Bible doctrine.  This means we need to guard against becoming frustrated by the overwhelming amount of doctrine that there is to learn. Claiming God’s promise of guidance, we can relax mentally knowing that God will reveal the truth to us as we persist in the study of His Word.  
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“The Unpardonable Sin”

The so-called “unpardonable sin” is normally said to be blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  This concept is defined in many different ways, by many different people and by many denominations.  The context and content of the passage will help us understand the true meaning of “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” (Luke 12:10)

 The Pharisees and their followers had been accusing Jesus of performing miracles, such as casting out demons, by the power of Satan.  Under the doctrine of kenosis Jesus had restricted the use of His deity and therefore could not cast out demons by His own power.  The power that Jesus relied on was that of the Holy Spirit Who was indwelling Him.  Blasphemy is the Greek word “blasphemia” and means to speak evil of, to revile or to defame.  By saying that Jesus was performing miracles by the power of Satan, instead of the power of the Holy Spirit, was saying that Jesus Christ was demonic, not deity.  The Pharisees and their followers were denying the true identity of Jesus Christ – God in the flesh, and were therefore rejecting Him as the Messiah (Savior).  It was the rejection of Jesus Christ as Savior that was and is the unpardonable sin.

