Lesson for March 18, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

(Luke 10:25-37)

When Jesus was confronted by a lawyer who asked Him what he must do to have eternal life, Jesus answered him with two questions.  The questions were: What is written in the Law?  How do you interpret it?  The answer was a quote from the Old Testament, “to love God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”  The question was then asked of Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?”  In reply to this question Jesus related the parable of the Good Samaritan.  

The story of the Good Samaritan pictures the salvation work of Jesus Christ.  Remember that this parable is an answer to the question, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” and Jesus was attempting to show this lawyer his need for a Savior.  Therefore, the story demonstrates the salvation work of Christ.  A lawyer in Jesus’ day was a person who was well versed in the Mosaic Law.  He should have known that no one could obtain eternal life by keeping the Law because no one had ever kept the Law perfectly.  This lawyer was insincere in his questioning of Jesus, attempting to trap Him.  Had the lawyer been sincere in his inquiry, he would have immediately realized after answering the question that there was no hope for him to gain eternal life by his own merits.  He would have then asked Jesus if there was some way to be delivered from the curse of spiritual death that the Law exposes.  His arrogance would not allow him to do so.  Therefore, Jesus gave this lawyer an illustration in an attempt to help him understand the true meaning of the Law and salvation.

The dying man (who was most likely a Jew) on the road to Jericho represents a person who is spiritually dead.  Spiritual death means separation from God without the ability to do anything about it.  This was the plight of the dying man – he could not help himself.  As it happened, a priest saw the dying man and one would think he would have stopped and helped.  He did not stop, but passed by on the opposite side of the road.  The priest seemed to represent the religious aspect of the Jews (keeping the Law for salvation).  The next person to pass by actually stopped for a moment and looked at the dying man, but passed on the opposite side of the road also.  This person was a Levite (a custodian of the Temple).  The Levite seemed to represent the human aspect of the Jews (human good of any kind for salvation).  No amount of religiosity or “do goodism” will get a person to Heaven.  
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The last person that passed by this dying man was a Samaritan (they were hated by the Jews).  Notice the parallel between the Samaritan and Jesus Christ.  The Samaritan bound the man’s wounds, put him on his own donkey and brought him to a safe place where he could heal.  Furthermore, he left additional money to take care of all the needs of the dying man.  We assume from the story that the life of this man was saved by the Samaritan, which further illustrates the saving work of Jesus Christ on our behalf.

Jesus then attempted once again to show this lawyer his need for salvation by asking him a question.  Jesus asked him which of the men in the story was a neighbor to the dying man.  The man answered correctly – the Samaritan, but showed no evidence that he understood what Jesus was trying to communicate to him.  Had the lawyer understood, he most likely would have seen his need for a Savior and proclaimed his guilt and his need for salvation. 

Guilt Removed at Salvation

(Romans 3:19-24)

Paul said that the Jews to whom he was writing should have known the Mosaic Law.  What does the Law say to them who are under it? It says that all are guilty before the Law.  (Exodus 19:3; Romans 9:4)  The Law is God’s demonstration that the entire human race is sinful and guilty before Him (Romans 3:20) The purpose for the Law is to stop both Jew and Gentile from proclaiming their innocence before God and to demonstrate that all the world is guilty.  The Greek word for guilty is “Hupodikos” and is a judicial term for being brought to trial and judged guilty.

Therefore, Paul said that by keeping the Law no person will be justified (declared righteous due to his own righteous acts) in God’s sight.  For by the Law Paul said, is the knowledge of sin.  The Law was like a mirror that showed man’s sin and need for a Savior.  If we look in a mirror and see dirt on our face, we don’t use the mirror to clean our face.  In like manner we don’t use the Mosaic Law to cleanse us from our sin.  The Mosaic Law was given to Israel so they would see their guilt and their need for God’s solution.  This was demonstrated to them continually through the rituals of sacrifice.

Paul went on to say that the righteousness of God, without even considering the Mosaic Law, was still clearly revealed by the writers and prophets of the Old Testament. The word manifested is used in the King James Version of the Bible for something that is clearly revealed.  Manifested in Greek is “phaneroo” and means to testify or to be called as a witness of something of which you have knowledge.  The Law of Moses, as given and explained by His prophets, illustrated God’s righteousness.    
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All of us have sinned and, before salvation, we all lack the righteousness of God.  Adam’s original sin is credited to everyone at birth, which results in spiritual death (separation from God).  “Falling short of God’s glory” is what reveals to us that we cannot resolve the guilt problem by our own efforts.  We are not condemned because of our personal sins (Christ paid that penalty on the Cross).  We are condemned because of Adam’s original sin, which we received at birth. (Romans 3:23; I Corinthians 15:22)

The solution to the guilt of sin is realizing that you have been justified completely (declared righteous) by His grace.  Jesus buys us from the “slave market of sin” by His spiritual death on the Cross.  The reason God the Father can forgive our guilt and declare us righteous is that His Son paid the penalty for us.  (Psalms 103:12) 

The attitude of guilt is a mental attitude sin that destroys capacity for life and causes the believer to become weary, stifling the ability to think clearly.  Guilt, like all mental attitude sins manufactures its own misery.  All believers have failed.  No one is immune to failure.  All believers possess a sin nature and before salvation we are all guilty before God.  However, we are talking about the feeling of guilt after salvation, not the fact of guilt before salvation.  We all have something of which we are ashamed, yet our lives are to be free from shame and guilt. (Hebrews 12:1-3)

Hebrews 12:15, says to constantly check yourself lest you “fail of the grace of God.”  This is talking about failure to execute God’s plan for your life by missing the principle of grace.  Your divine production does not make you spiritual, but it is a result of being spiritual.  The reason for self-examination is to prevent any root of bitterness from springing up in your life.  The Greek word for bitterness is “pikria” and it means bitter fruit.  In other words, failure to appropriate the grace of God experientially produces bitter fruit in the life of the believer.  The context of this passage tells us how to appropriate this grace.  It says that we are to stay focused on (have the mind of) Jesus Christ.  It also outlines the discipline that we receive from God when we fail to do so.  When we fail through the sin of human works (bitter fruit), we have failed or set aside the grace of God.  We must be careful not to allow our failure to produce an attitude of bitterness in us toward ourselves, toward others or especially toward God.
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Paul said this bitterness will “trouble you.”  This is an obvious reference to a guilt complex.  When a believer allows any failure to produce a bitter attitude, he is going to feel guilty.  And, feeling guilty will “defile many” (including you). The Greek word for defiled is “miaino” and means to pollute or to contaminate.  When we are out of fellowship with God through guilt feelings, not only do we defile ourselves, we contaminate everyone around us.

Grace is the cure for the problem of guilt through acknowledging your sins to God and resuming your spiritual life.  Both of these are grace functions.  Naming your sins does not mean feeling sorrow, promising to reform or any other type of penance.  The Greek word for confess in I John 1:9 is “Homologeo” and it means to name, to cite, to admit or to acknowledge.  Sorrow, a promise of reformation or any penance, can only lead to further feelings of guilt.  

Confession has nothing to do with how we feel about our sins. Confession has to do with what God has done about them.  God’s righteousness and justice have been completely satisfied by Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross (the doctrine of Propitiation).  Confession is adjusting to what divine justice has already accomplished through grace.  Grace means that we can do nothing to deserve or earn forgiveness of sin before or after salvation.  

There may be genuine sorrow for a particular sin and we should want to eliminate it from our lives.  However, eliminating a sin can be accomplished only after confession and resuming our spiritual lives under the filling (guidance) of the Holy Spirit.  

God does not want us to live with the millstone of guilt around our neck.  Self-recrimination is a waste of time and energy… time and energy we could be putting to better use.  This is why He has provided us with the solution to sin in Time.  We need to stop “buying into” the way the World System thinks about sin (this includes religion), which is that a person must make up for the wrong they have done by some system of human works.  What we need to do is to start thinking the way God wants us to think about our sin.  If we fail to follow God’s instructions, we remain in our sin and God, as a good and loving father, has no choice but to discipline us.  This doctrinal concept is found in Hebrews 12:5-11.
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