Lesson for March 4, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Asserts His Deity

(John 10:22-42)

By asserting His deity before the Pharisees, Jesus was attempting to prove to this group that He was indeed the Son of God.  Jesus truly desired the Pharisees to accept Him as the Messiah.  As we continue to study John 10, we will see that the Pharisees rejected Christ as God and wanted to kill Him.

Jesus had just finished teaching His followers that they were His sheep and He was the Shepherd and the door to the sheepfold.  This analogy meant that He was the only way of salvation.  Entering the sheepfold is analogous to believing in Christ for eternal life.  (John 10:9; 14:6)  The reason that the Pharisees refused to accept Jesus as Messiah was they had been blinded to the truth by Satan and his world system.  Their arrogance would not allow them to admit that they had failed to interpret the Scriptures correctly regarding the coming Messiah. (They were expecting a political leader, not a Savior.)  

While Jesus was strolling through the Temple, a group of these Pharisees surrounded Him and began to question Him regarding His deity.  Even though He had done numerous miracles for the past three years of His ministry, they refused to believe He was the Son of God.  Their selfish request was a ploy to trap Him into saying or doing something for which they could stone Him. (They wanted Jesus dead.)  

“The sheep of Jesus” were those to whom He had given eternal life and He made it extremely clear in John 10:28 that they would never perish.  We know this as the doctrine of eternal security, which simply means that our eternal future depends upon God’s faithfulness, not ours.  We are kept secure in His hand and no one (not even ourselves) can remove a believer from His hand.

Having said that, Jesus makes an unmistakable declaration: “I and my Father are one.”  Though many today may not understand what Jesus was saying, the Jewish leaders certainly did.  John 10:2 says that they then took up stones to stone Him.  The following verses make it clear that these Jews knew exactly what Jesus was saying – I am God in the flesh.  

With a brilliant response from the Old Testament Scriptures, Jesus showed these supposed scholars that David had on occasion called mere human beings gods.  The point that Jesus was making was that the Scriptures could not be contradicted and if they state that a man is called a god (Psalms 82:6), then why are the Pharisees upset if Jesus says the same thing?  Of course, Jesus was 
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much more than some human god (which was used of those in authority because they were appointed as judges over the nation).  He asserts this in John 10:38 by saying that the Father is in Him and He is in the Father (a position much greater than a judge in Israel).  Once again they sought to stone Him to death, but He escaped.   

Eternal Security of the Sheep

The doctrine of eternal security is the Scriptural teaching that once a person becomes a believer in Christ, that person is secure in Christ forever.  (I John 5:13)  There is sound doctrinal reasoning for knowing that a believer is secure forever.  The most important fact to note is that eternal security depends upon God’s faithfulness, not man’s faithfulness.  It is the life of God (eternal life) that He imputes (credits) to every believer at the moment of salvation, which assures us of an eternal relationship with Him.  The Bible says that believers are guarded in the “hand of God.”  We are also given a guarantee in the Person of the Holy Spirit, Who indwells every believer.  The Holy Spirit Himself is the seal that secures forever our eternal life.  Since salvation is a grace function and has nothing whatsoever to do with human effort or human merit, losing your salvation through sin would negate God’s grace – a blasphemous thought. (John 10:28-29, 14:16-17)

If a believer could lose his salvation through sin, who is to be the judge of which particular sin cancels his salvation?  If you merely have life until you sin again, then you do not have eternal life.  A lack of understanding or believing in the eternal security of the believer results in lack of confidence in God and His Word.  Assurance of salvation should be dealt with in spiritual childhood and cease to be an issue once a believer has begun to learn and apply Bible doctrine.  Confidence in God is obtained by the consistent study and application of God’s Word.  The more doctrine you learn and apply, the more you know about God and the more confident you become in His plan and purpose for you. (Romans 8:38-39; I John 3:21-22)

Once you have gained confidence in your salvation, you can relax knowing that regardless of what people or circumstances do to you that you are eternally secure in Christ.  This divine viewpoint mental attitude has the result of confidence towards God and courage towards man.  Since you are not trusting any member of the human race, including yourself, to secure your salvation, you can have complete confidence in the “powerful hand of God” to keep you secure forever. (Isaiah 41:10: John 10:28-29)
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Sin after Salvation

Though sin is not an issue at salvation, it is an issue after salvation as we begin to execute the Christian Way of Life.  The reason sin is an issue after salvation is it removes our fellowship with God, and grieves and quenches the Holy Spirit.  Every believer sins after trusting Christ as Savior, but as you grow spiritually you should begin to sin less though you will never be sinless while in this body.  Personal sin in the life of a believer can never cancel the work of Christ on the Cross.  God’s grace is infinitely greater than any sin you or I could commit. 

(I John 1:6-10; Ephesians 4:30; I Thessalonians 5:19)

It is actually God’s grace that not only saves us but keeps us saved.  It is our standing (position) in grace that assures us that we can never be lost once our faith is placed in Christ as Savior.  Human merit (good works) cannot attain a righteous standing before God and human merit (good works) cannot maintain a righteous standing before God.  It is God’s job to keep the believer secure and God always does His job. (John 6:37; Ephesians 2:8-10; Jude 24) 

Since personal sins were dealt with at the Cross, when Jesus Christ made the full payment for all sin once and for all, condemnation has been removed from those persons who by faith appropriate the free gift of eternal life.  It is never sin that condemns a person, since Christ became sin for us.  We are all condemned at birth through the imputation of Adam’s original sin and we remain condemned by our own volition when we reject the salvation solution found in Christ. (John 3:18; Romans 5:12, 8:1-4) 

If a person could lose their salvation through personal sin then there would be no need for the recovery system found in I John 1:9.  If a person could lose his salvation he would have to trust Christ as Savior over and over again each time he sinned.  This type of system would make God a liar, a blasphemous thought.  The Bible clearly states that eternal life is a gift.  What kind of God would give you a gift one day and take it back the next?  This, of course, is not the case.  When God makes an unconditional covenant with man, such as the New Covenant (which is a covenant of grace), it is irrevocable.  The New Covenant guarantees eternal life to the believer on the basis of Christ’s substitutionary spiritual death for mankind.  No one can reverse Christ’s payment for sin. (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 8:6)
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The Power of God

The power of God is unequalled by anything that man can invent or manufacture.  In Greek the word is “dunamis” (from which we get the word “dynamite”).  It is this power that is securing forever the believer’s salvation.  Translated in the Bible as “able,” God’s power is His ability to keep the believer safe for all eternity.  Since the believer has obtained an eternal relationship with omnipotent (all-powerful) God, nothing can separate us from this relationship.  As a member of God’s family it is irrational thinking to believe that you can remove yourself from His family by some failure on your part.  (Romans 4:21; 8:14-17, 31-39; Galatians 4:4-7; II Timothy 1:12; Hebrew 7:25)

Not only are we, as believers in Christ, kept by the power of God, we have the most powerful advocate in the universe on our side, Jesus Christ.  He is not only our Advocate, He is our Mediator and our Intercessor.  As all of these, Christ is at the right hand of God the Father as our representative.  No one can bring accusations against a believer that are not answered by Christ on the believer’s behalf.  Even Satan attempts to discredit us before God, but Jesus Christ Himself stands up for us declaring that we are secure forever “in Him.”  (I John 2:1; Romans 8:34; I Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:15; Revelation 12:10)

There is another power that assures our salvation forever and that is the power that raised Jesus from the dead (resurrection power).  Because of the Resurrection, our eternal life and the confidence of receiving a glorified body like Christ’s have been secured for us forever.  As a matter of fact, if Christ is not risen then we are still lost and on our way to the Lake of Fire.  However, Christ did conquer death and the grave and we become partakers in His resurrection at salvation.  The entire Godhead (the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit) took part in the resurrection.  As a believer in Christ, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit permanently indwell your body, which is just one more assurance of your eternal salvation.  It takes a very arrogant person to think that he can undo all that God has done for him as a believer in Christ (a sure sign of an immature faith). (Romans 4:25; I Corinthians 6:14; 15:12-19, 51-57; Philippians 3:10; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:27; I Corinthians 6:19)

The Keeping Power of the Father

The Bible states that God is not willing that any should perish but that all should come to the knowledge of the truth. Once a person comes to the knowledge of the truth by faith in Jesus Christ, he is “kept in the Father’s hand.”  (There is not a more secure place in the universe.)  The Father also permanently indwells every believer, a further guarantee of eternal life, since deity cannot go into the Lake of Fire (hell).  God the Father has given His word that if a person will believe in Christ as Savior they will never perish and of course, God cannot lie.  (John 10:29; 14:23; Ephesians 4:6: I John 5:1-13)
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The Keeping Power of the Son

There are numerous analogies in Scripture regarding the relationship that a believer has with Christ.  One in particular points to the keeping work of Christ on our behalf.  This analogy is the Shepherd and the Sheep.  One of the many duties performed by a shepherd is to keep his flock secure.  What is unique about this Shepherd is that He too is indwelling the Sheep (the believer).  Jesus said of all that the Father had given Him, He would lose none of them, but raise them up in the last day.  What He was teaching by this was eternal security.  “All that the Father gives Him” refers to all believers and the fact that they can never be lost and are guaranteed a resurrection body. (John 6:37-40; 10:1-16, 26-30)

The Keeping Power of the Holy Spirit

The third person of the Trinity is Himself our guarantee of an eternal inheritance.  He is the “down payment” until the final redemption of those who have been purchased from the Slave Market of Sin (all believers in Christ).  The Holy Spirit is our “seal” that was promised by Jesus and fulfilled on the day of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit also permanently indwells the believer, as not only a guarantee of eternal life, but as our constant companion to teach and guide us as we execute God’s plan for our lives. (John 16:12-15; Ephesians 1:13-14; I Corinthians 1:22; 

II Corinthians 5:5)

Assurance of our salvation is promised many times and in many ways throughout the Scripture, as we have seen.  Therefore, believe God when He tells you that you are secure in Christ.  Knowledge of God’s Word should be the only assurance that a believer needs and a lack of assurance is a sign that a person is still a babe in Christ.  God says you are secure and that settles it! 

(I Corinthians 13:11; Hebrews 5:11-14; 6:1-3; Ephesians 4:12-14)

