Lesson for January 21, 2007

The Life of Christ

Jesus Goes to the Feast of the Tabernacles

(John 7:1-17)
Jesus had recently begun His journey toward Jerusalem where He would complete God’s plan of salvation by dying on the Cross.  His journey to Jerusalem took Him south through Galilee where He stayed for a short period of time, going from town to town spreading the Gospel.  The timing for continuing His journey was important, as the Jews in Judea (Jewry in the King James version) had been plotting to kill Him for over a year and a half.  

At this time Jesus was with His earthly family – his half-brothers and perhaps even His sisters and parents.  It may be that Jesus was in Nazareth, which would have been on the way to Jerusalem.  We are told in John 7:5 that His brothers had not yet believed on Him, which helps us understand their urging Jesus to go to Judea and make a public showing of Himself (to become popular).  The Jewish Feast of the Tabernacles was about to take place and apparently the brothers of Jesus thought it would be a perfect opportunity for Jesus to do some miracles and gain notoriety.   But, God’s timing is always perfect and the time for Jesus to present Himself on a national platform as the Messiah was not yet come. 

The Feast of the Tabernacles was the seventh and final feast of the year.  It occurred five days after the Day of Atonement on the fifteenth of Tishri (October). This feast was also called the Feast of Ingathering (Exodus 23:16; 34:22), the Feast to the Lord (Leviticus 23:39; Judges 21:9), or the Feast of Booths (Leviticus 23:36; Deuteronomy 16:13; I Kings 8:2; II Chronicles 5:3, 7:8; Nehemiah 8:14; Isaiah 30:29; Ezekiel 45:23,25). 

On the first day of the feast, each person collected twigs for construction of their booth (Nehemiah 8:13-18). These booths were constructed as reminders of the temporary housing erected by their forefathers during the Exodus wanderings (Leviticus 23:40-41; Deuteronomy 16:14). The "booth" in Scripture is a symbol of protection, preservation, and shelter. (Psalm 27:5; 31:20; Isaiah 4:6). 

On the eighth and final day of the feast, the high priest of Israel, in a great processional made up of priests and tens of thousands of worshipers, descended from the Temple to pause briefly at the Pool of Siloam. A pitcher was filled with water, and the procession continued via a different route back to the Temple. Once there, the water was poured on the altar as a symbol of God’s provision of water.
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Since in Israel the rains normally stop in March, there is no rain for almost seven months! If God does not provide the early rains in October and November, there would be no spring crop, and famine would be at the doorstep. This ceremony, then, was intended to invoke God's blessing on the nation by providing life-giving water.  It is in connection with the Feast of Tabernacles John wrote: "In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water" (John 7:37-38).

Shortly after Jesus arrived at the feast, He went into the Temple and began to teach.  Many of the Jews marveled at His teaching, thinking “how can He teach these things being uneducated.”  We know that Jesus was not uneducated and that He could understand the Scriptures.  The truth was that these Jews did not know the Scriptures. Since they were unbelievers they were unable to understand the true meaning of God’s Word.  Jesus told them that if any person desired to know God’s will, that person would be provided with the accurate doctrine necessary to discover it.

Knowing the Will of God

“If any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or I speak of myself”.  (John 7:17)

When we study the will of God, we must consider the doctrine of divine guidance since it is the means of discovering the will of God.  The Scripture declares in many passages that God will continually guide us.  Jesus said that when He departed this earth that He would send a “Comforter” to teach and guide us.  This “Comforter” is the Holy Spirit and He is indwelling you right now, if you are a believer in Jesus Christ.  The Greek word for will is “thelema” and refers to the designed plan of God for every believer.  Therefore, the will, the plan and the purpose of God are all similar terms.  Throughout the Word of God we are commanded to know the will of God. (John 14:14:16-18; Romans 2:18; Ephesians 1:1) 

A Christian who does not know God’s will is said to be a fool according to Ephesians 5:17.  The opposite of being foolish is being wise.  Wisdom is application of the Word of God.  Therefore, God’s will can be discovered by knowing and applying Bible doctrine.  Knowledge and application of God’s Word can only be gained under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, since He is the teacher of truth.  (John 14:26, 16:13-14; Romans 8:14; I Corinthians 2:16)  As with everything in the Christian way of life, divine guidance from the Holy Spirit is only a potential.  We must make the choice to allow Him to guide us.  We do this in three ways: submit to the will of God, know the will of God and grow in the Word of God.
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Submission to the Will of God

“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1)

Presentation of the body means to place yourself under the authority of God. This is to be a life-long, constant commitment, not a one-time decision.  The Christian life is made up of thousands of moment by moment decisions to obey the mandates of God.  Only by obeying His mandates, which includes allowing the Holy Spirit to teach and guide you, can God reveal His will.  Therefore, the importance of spending a maximum amount of time in fellowship with God and under the control of the Holy Spirit.  If you are out of fellowship with God, it is impossible to be guided by the Holy Spirit.  This is the reason that we need to keep “short accounts” regarding the confession of our personal sins to God. (Ephesians 5:18; I John 1:6-10)

We also see in Romans 12:1 that the only kind of sacrifice which is acceptable to God is one that is alive and set apart.  Positionally, the believer is alive and set apart unto God and our goal should be to be dead to and separated from the human viewpoint thinking of the World System.  And God views this as a reasonable service on our part.  Our motivation for allowing God to teach us and to guide our lives should be our love for Christ.  The will of God should be our constant rule for life.  (Romans 6:13; II Corinthians 5:14-15)

Knowledge of His Will

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may discover what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

The way to discover God’s will is by knowing God’s Word.  It takes the renewal of your mind to discover His will, which means to change from Human Viewpoint Thinking to Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  Since the Bible is the only source of the known will of God, whether by direct statement or by deduction from doctrine, knowledge of His will is based on our understanding of His Word.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit guides the believer based on the doctrine that he has learned, believed and stored in his soul.  Through knowledge of doctrine we learn certain things in the Bible that we know are the will of God and certain things that are not the will of God for all believers.  For everything else, we must use a combination of known factors (doctrine in our soul), divine norms and standards, and the control of the Holy Spirit.  If the Holy Spirit is in control of our lives, He will guide us to all truth and will empower us to execute the will of God.
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Growth in the Word of God

“But grow in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (II Peter 3:18)

Grace is God’s plan for mankind.  God’s plan of salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior.  God’s plan after salvation for the believer is to grow spiritually by means of God’s grace.  Grace is all that God is free to do for mankind on the basis of what Christ did for us on the Cross.  Grace is God’s undeserved mercy towards us.  Being in the will of God is the same as being in His plan and being in His plan is the same as being in His will.  

Growth is a grace process of learning the Word of God under the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Application of what you learn brings wisdom, stability and maturity to your spiritual life.  Once again, this is a process; a little here and a little there, line upon line and precept upon precept.  Study plus application plus time equals compliance with and advance in the will of God for your life.  All of these principles must be in place in order to do God’s will. 

God wants us to think divine viewpoint.  Divine viewpoint is found only in the Bible.  We have the completed canon of scripture in one book.  Contained in this book is everything that God wants us to know about Him.  As we learn to think His way, life becomes meaningful and understandable.  Our strength to live the Christian life comes from Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  However, we must have a spiritual vocabulary in order to think divine viewpoint.  Therefore, we are right back to learning God’s Word.

There are certain do’s and don’ts in the Bible for all of us.  Here is a partial list that is God’s will for every believer:

1) To name or acknowledge your sins to God

2) To be filled (controlled by) the Holy Spirit

3) To study and apply Bible doctrine

4) To claim the promises of God

5) To pray

6) To share your faith with others

7) To be occupied with Christ

8) To stop worrying

9) To stop feeling guilty

10) To stop being afraid

11) To possess God’s happiness

So in many cases, we already know what God wants us to do.  When God has a specific task that He wants you to accomplish, He will put you in a certain place and give you the tools necessary to accomplish that task.
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If you are doing what God has commanded you to do, eventually you will end up where God wants you to be.  This is a matter of growth.  No one does the will of God perfectly all the time.  The important thing is to continue to advance.  If we aren’t advancing, we are retreating into reversionism.  The key to being where God wants you to be is doing what God wants you to do where you are right now.   When we learn what God wants us to think, and what He wants us to do, and begin doing both consistently, He will guide us to where He wants us to be.  
