Lesson for December 10, 2007

The Life of Christ

The Leaven of the Pharisees 

(Matthew 15:29-16:28; Mark 8:1-38)

Peter’s great confession of faith is preceded by Jesus feeding a group of four thousand and a warning by Jesus regarding the false teachings of the Pharisees.  After departing across the Sea of Galilee, Jesus was once again confronted by a group of Pharisees.  On this occasion, the Pharisees attempted to get Jesus to perform a miracle as a “sign” that He was the Son of God.  Jesus had performed many miracles through the region of Galilee and this request by the Pharisees to see a miracle was insincere and was meant to tempt Jesus to do a miracle with the wrong motive.  It is very likely that Satan was behind this request in an attempt to entice Jesus into committing a selfish act by performing a miracle (just for show).  The implication was that if Jesus would perform a miracle, the Pharisees would accept Him as the Messiah.  We know that they were not being honest, but that they simply wanted to trap Jesus.

After Jesus departed by ship to the other side of the sea, Jesus charged His disciples to beware of the false teachings of the Pharisees and Herod.  The term Jesus used for these false teachings was “leaven.”  Leaven is used most often in the New Testament for error mixed with accurate doctrine.  Leaven is used in the sense of corrupting anything that is good.  Adding a little leaven to dough leavens the entire loaf of bread.  In the same manner, adding a little false doctrine to accurate doctrine corrupts the entire doctrine.  This was what Jesus was warning His disciples about.  (I Corinthians 5:7-8)

The false teaching of the Pharisees was teaching the traditions of men as God’s doctrine and their distorted teaching of the Scriptures.  The false doctrine of Herod was his false claim to the throne of Israel (he had been put in place by the Romans) and his Jewish supporters, the Herodians, who engaged in political activism in support of Herod.  It is interesting to note that at a later time the Pharisees and the Herodians will actually team up against Jesus in an effort to discredit Him as the King of the Jews and plot together to kill Him.  The Pharisees and the Herodians were opposed to one another’s political and religious views.

These false teachers had deliberate motives, which included monetary greed,  luxurious lifestyles, power, and fame.  They actually trained themselves in the art of greed and lust.  The Bible says that they used fabricated words of flattery with promises of prosperity in order to extort money and material possessions.  They were members of the “mutual admiration society,” pretending to admire certain 
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people in order to gain acceptance.  They literally made merchandise, the Greek word “emporeuomai”, of the unsuspecting, unstable, spiritually weak. 

(II Peter 2:3,14,15,18; Jude 11,16,18)

The Bible says that these false teachers lived a lifestyle of the “rich and famous,” while turning the grace of God into lasciviousness (a license to sin).   They were arrogant souls, in love with themselves, in love with money and loved to brag about it.  With everything they had accumulated they were nevertheless ungrateful and callous to human affection, they did not honor their parents and were haters of anything truly good.  We are commanded in the Church Age to avoid these type of blasphemers of truth. (II Timothy 3:2-5; II Peter 2:2,12, 13,14,19; Jude 8,16,18)

The followers of apostate teachers are those who allow themselves to be seduced.  They are those who reject truth and believe the fabricated lies of the false teachers.  Peter tells us that many will follow their evil ways, so it should come as no surprise when many follow after these ministers of Satan.  The “remnant according to grace” has always been a small elite group of believers that refuse to compromise accurate Bible teaching.  The others who follow after the false teachers become enemies of the Cross of Christ and partakers in satanic activity.  They are enticed by words of flattery, which promise wealth and physical healing from a “fairy god mother” type of god. (II Timothy 3:6, 4:3-4; II Peter 2:2,3,14,18; Jude 12,16)

“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  And no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.” 

(II Corinthians 11:13-15)

Satan is the master counterfeiter and it is his goal to deceive the believer into believing false doctrine.  This often includes “Bible-sounding words and phrases,” some of which may be true, but they always include a little “leaven,” which distorts their doctrine.  Many believers fall into Satan’s trap by being gullible (easily deceived, cheated, tricked or duped).  The opposite of being gullible is having discernment based on the learned, believed and applied wisdom from God’s Word.  Satan has his own preachers and evangelists that he uses to deceive, cheat and trick.  (II Corinthians 11:13-15; Galatians 1:6-9)  One tactic Satan uses is emotion as a counterfeit of the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 16:18)  It is the job of each of us as Christians to learn to discern what is truth and what is counterfeit.  (I John 4:1)  It is possible to do this only through growth in the Word of God. (II Peter 3:18)

If Satan can get the believer to ignore the Word of God or distort the Word of God then he has gained a victory.  If Satan can keep you distracted long enough 
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by getting you involved with the details of life, he can influence you.  He uses a vast army of demons and this World System with its Human Viewpoint Thinking, to influence you to neglect the proper application of the Word of God.  Ignoring the Word of God means that you are ignoring your spiritual life.   

Satan is attacking you where it is the most effective, in your thinking.  This is why every time you worry, fear, feel guilty, hate, slander, feel self-pity, malign, judge others or commit any other mental attitude sin you are lining up with Satan’s agenda.  This is why the carnal (out of fellowship) believer is called “an enemy of the Cross of Christ.” (Philippians 3:17-19)

The Bible describes Satan as a roaring lion going about to devour anyone he can.  Out-of-fellowship believers are one of his primary targets because he wants to keep you out of fellowship permanently.  Only your own volition can halt the strategies of Satan by choosing to use the doctrine that is in your soul to keep advancing. (I Peter 5:8; Ephesians 6:11)

Do not let Satan keep you from fulfilling God’s plan, purpose and will for your life.  You must determine that you are not going to allow anything to “break your stride” in the spiritual race of life.  You can only do this by allowing the Holy Spirit to control and guide your life.  This means using God’s recovery system: rebound and keep moving. (II Corinthians 2:11; I Corinthians 9:24-25)

God, in His grace, has set up certain protocols that must be strictly adhered to if a believer is to advance in his spiritual life.  Random intake of Bible doctrine will not accomplish the goal.  If a believer is to properly execute God’s protocol plan, he must be consistent with his intake and application of Bible doctrine.  There is no other plan for believers in this Age. 

During the Church Age in which we live, believers receive all the necessary tools for the fulfillment of the Protocol Plan of God.  The objective for the believer should be to reach the status of “spiritual maturity,” which results in a victory over Satan in the Angelic Conflict.  Only by residing in God’s system under the control of the Holy Spirit can the believer reach this status.

After salvation, God’s policy continues to be grace.  Only by orienting to His grace can a believer execute the Protocol Plan of God.  The Christian Way of Life was not designed to be a life of human good works performed as a means of gaining the approbation of God.  The Christian Way of Life is a life of thinking divine viewpoint and the divine production that results.  Divine production can be visible or invisible. (Titus 2:12) 

God’s power system is based on virtue (strength of character) and integrity (a strict adherence to divine truth).  You cannot adhere to something that you know absolutely nothing about.  For the believer with positive volition, virtue is 
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motivational when directed toward God and functional when directed toward mankind or circumstances.  In other words, when you begin to learn about God, His character and His attributes, you become motivated to love Him and depend on Him in every circumstance of life.  The natural result of your love for God will be impersonal love for all mankind, based on the virtue and integrity that you have developed as a result of knowing God.

There is a point of reference with God under the Protocol Plan and that is the love of God.  Not the “mushy” emotional feelings often called love, but the genuine love of God based on His integrity.  This is “agape” love, God’s unconditional love for all mankind that caused Him to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to pay the penalty for sin.  When Christian integrity is developed by the believer, he is able to exhibit love for God on the basis of God’s character.  The believer is also able to love his fellow man based on the integrity of God resident in his own soul. 

Our authority for this plan is the Word of God.  It is the Word of God that establishes the standard by which all teachings, experiences and actions are judged.  Any teaching, experience or action that does not fully agree with Scripture is wrong.  Those who distort, change or misuse God’s Word are “false apostles” and “ministers of Satan” (even if they are well-meaning).  The Bible tells the believer to note them and avoid them.

God’s protocol plan has a result.  The result is the ability of the advancing believer to make good decisions from a position of strength, to take control of his life and to develop a personal sense of destiny.
The Protocol Plan of God also has an enemy – the cosmic system of Satan.  As the great counterfeiter, Satan’s cosmic system seeks to mimic God’s power system.  The power of the Holy Spirit is counterfeited by human emotion and ecstatic behavior.  Divine Viewpoint Thinking is replaced with Human Viewpoint Thinking.  God’s grace policy is replaced by a system of human good works.  And virtue is replaced by a charismatic personality and charm.  And the authority of God’s Word is replaced by political correctness.

God has a purpose for His protocol plan and that is to glorify His Son, Jesus Christ.  Glorification of Christ in Time is accomplished through the life of the advancing believer as he exhibits the character of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The character of Christ can be produced only by God the Holy Spirit as He is allowed to control the thinking of the believer.  Bible doctrine resident in the soul of the believer is the “raw material” that the Holy Spirit uses to teach and guide the believer through life’s journey.

