Lesson for November 5, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven

(Matthew 13:24-58; Mark 4:26-32)

The third parable that Jesus related to His disciples was that of the mustard seed.  Jesus said that the Kingdom of Heaven was like a mustard seed (the smallest seed known to them at that time), which was sown in a field and grew to be greater than any other garden plant, so that the birds rested in it.  

Jesus gave no interpretation of this parable, so He must have believed that it was easy for anyone to understand.  The previous parable dealt with weeds being planted among the wheat, but we have no weeds in this parable.  The seed is the Word of God, specifically the Gospel message.  When the Gospel is “planted” in the soul of a person and that person believes it to be true, it can grow into something mighty.  The picture that this parable paints is how the Word of God, beginning with the Gospel, can bring salvation and ultimately spiritual maturity - a place of spiritual rest, peace and comfort.  Of course, we know that spiritual growth, just like the growth of a tree, must be cultivated.  Spiritual growth is cultivated by learning accurate Bible doctrine and applying that doctrine to the circumstances of life. (II Peter 3:18)

The next parable that Jesus related to His disciples was the parable of the leaven (yeast).   In this parable, a woman took leaven and hid it in three measures of meal until the entire meal was leavened.  This woman was obviously making a loaf of bread (most likely from wheat).  Leaven is normally used in a negative way in the Bible to represent satanic corruption of the Gospel, Bible doctrine or the Christian Way of Life.  This parable is in keeping with the tares and wheat parable, the leaven being the tares and the three measures of meal being the wheat.  It was giving a warning of the danger of satanic doctrine among believers.  (II Timothy 3:1-7)

The next two parables that Jesus taught both illustrated the same principle.  The first said that a man found a treasure in a field and hid it and went and sold all he had to buy the field (making the treasure legally his).  The second parable said that a merchant was seeking a “goodly pearl” and when he found one, went and sold all he had and bought it.  The treasure and the pearl are both symbolic of finding the truth regarding the Kingdom of Heaven, which is the Gospel and the Word of God.  These parables illustrate the tremendous value of finding and accepting God’s truth.  They demonstrate how finding truth is more valuable than any worldly possession of mankind.
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The next parable speaks of the time when both the believer and unbeliever will be gathered together at the end of the Millennium and the believer will be separated from the unbeliever.  The believer is gathered into a safe place, but the unbeliever is cast away.  The illustration was one of fishing, when the net was cast into the sea and both the good and bad fish were caught in the net.  The good fish were kept, but the bad fish were thrown away.  

After thousands of years of observing mankind, the elect angels of God will be charged with the responsibility of gathering the unbelievers at the end of the Millennium and casting them into the Lake of Fire.  They will take no pleasure in having to do their duty.  God certainly takes no pleasure in seeing people go to the Lake of Fire and God sends no one there.  A person sends himself there by a lifetime of negative volition toward God and rejection of the Gospel.  (II Peter 3:9-18; Revelation 19)

Jesus then offered a final parable.  This parable said that every scribe who after becoming a disciple of the Kingdom of Heaven was like a man who was the head of a household, who cast out from his treasury new things and old things.  The man’s treasury was his storehouse (much like our storeroom or attic).  What Jesus was teaching was that a person who was an interpreter of Scripture (like the scribe) who had become a believer, must discard from his life things newly learned as well as things previously learned.  There was going to be an adjustment to doctrinal truth as taught by Jesus for a scribe who becomes a believer, if he wants to know the truth of the Kingdom of Heaven.

This scribe had been studying and learning the Old Testament all his life, most likely.  This means that he had a vast academic knowledge of God’s Word and would not want to discard this knowledge because he had become a believer.  What he would want to discard would be the erroneous interpretations and traditions that he had been taught in Judaism.  Some of these traditions or false doctrines may have been recently learned and some he may have learned as a child.  Both must be discarded if this scribe intended to accurately interpret the Scriptures.

The Plan of God for Mankind

Salvation

The spiritual death of Christ on the Cross completely satisfied (propitiated) the justice and the righteousness of God.  Once God’s justice and righteousness were satisfied, He was justified in declaring anyone that would believe in Christ to be righteous.  Upon faith in Christ, a person is “freely justified by His grace.”  Justification, like righteousness, is a grace function of God, which means we cannot earn it nor do we deserve it. (Romans 5:8-9; 9:30-32; I John 2:2)
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Justification is the provision by God to solve the problem of man’s sinful condition.  God’s justice had to find a way to deal with sin without compromising His perfect character.  God’s love provided the answer in the Person and Work of Jesus Christ.  Since Christ had no sin of His own to pay for, He was qualified to pay the penalty of sin (spiritual death) for the entire human race. (II Corinthians 5:21)

It is the imputation of God’s righteousness to the believer that guarantees him an eternal relationship with God and qualifies him to spend eternity in Heaven.  Imputation means that God credits to your account something that properly belongs to another.  In this case, God credits the righteousness of Christ to your account because at salvation you were justified and placed in union with Him. (Romans 3:22; II Corinthians 5:21)

God’s Plan for the Believer in Time

God has predesigned a plan for each of us.  We know from previous studies that our position in Christ is secure and permanent.  It can’t be changed by anything that we do or fail to do.  This position is secured by faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, apart from any human works of any kind.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit places us in union with Christ and is neither seen nor felt. 

In Matthew 11:28-30 Jesus said, “Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart and you will find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  The yoke in the Greek is something that couples two things together.  We are “coupled together” with Jesus Christ and we are commanded to learn about Him.  We are told that He is meek and lowly of heart.  The image that most people, including some Christians, have of Jesus Christ is that He was a weak “milton milktoast” when He was on earth.  Meekness in the Greek means grace in the soul, not arrogant but full of the resources of God.  It in no way signifies weakness.  Jesus Christ in His humanity was the most well balanced human being in history.  Lowly of heart in the Greek is humility of soul, which means knowing exactly who you are and fulfilling God’s plan for you.  This is what Jesus Christ did; as a young man under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, He learned and applied Bible doctrine.   As an adult He went to the Cross in a state of perfection.  

Matthew 11:28-30 is better translated, “Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am full of the resources of God, having a maximum amount of grace in my soul.  I exhibit the maximum amount of humility and teachability.  Learn this and you find rest for your souls.  For being coupled with me is easy and with me helping you the burden of life is light.”
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Most of us have, or have had, a preconceived idea about the Christian Way of Life.  Perhaps you thought that it was a system of good works or a life of morality (i.e. keeping the Ten Commandments).  Perhaps you thought that it was being an activist for so-called Christian causes.  Perhaps you thought it was being a sweet, gentle, humble person.  The world in it’s blindness, guided by those religious leaders who are themselves blind, see the Christian Way of Life as a list of rules or regulations not to be violated. There are many varied opinions about the Christian Way of Life. 

The Christian life is a life of thinking.  “Let this mind be in you, that was also in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 2:5)  The Word of God is the thinking of Christ, so it stands to reason that we should be thinking Bible doctrine.  Our goal as believers in Jesus Christ should be to reach spiritual maturity.  A mature believer is one who has a maximum amount of accurate Bible doctrine in his soul and has learned to apply this doctrine in his daily life.  Application of accurate Bible doctrine changes our thinking in a drastic but wonderful way.  As we apply doctrine to our lives, our norms and standards begin to change and we begin to think divine viewpoint instead of human viewpoint.  The character of our Savior Jesus Christ begins to be formed in us and the fruit of the Holy Spirit begins to be exhibited in our lives.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

Despite the attempts by Satan and his demon army to distract, weaken, discourage or harm the believer, a maturing believer, by the power of the Holy Spirit, will be able to withstand all these attacks.  We are commanded to put on the entire armor that God has provided for us and then to utilize the armor to defend ourselves in a spiritual warfare. (Ephesians 6:10-18)

Before going to war, it is necessary to assess the enemy.  What are his strategies, where is the battlefield, what is the size of his force, etc?  You must also assess your capability.  What kind of weapons do you have, should you be on the defensive or offensive, is your force superior to the enemy, etc? Our assessment is that God is the one who fights this spiritual warfare for us.  We are unable in our own power and strength to wage war with Satan and his demon army.  Being equipped with God’s armor is the only possible way of gaining victory in this battle.  But as always in the Christian life, we must exercise our volition.  We must be the ones to put on the complete armor of God.  So, how do we go to battle?  We go with Bible doctrine resident in our souls and with God’s righteousness.  We go with the knowledge that we are reconciled to God.  We go using the faith-rest technique (mixing the promises of God with our faith) and the 40 divine operating assets.  We go using God’s Word for every battle in life and we go with a consistent prayer life for ourselves and for others.  God’s battle plan is perfect.  We just need to learn how to execute it!
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The Armor of God

(Ephesians 6:10-18)

Paul was writing Ephesians while he was under house arrest.  He had a Praetorian guard with him at all times.  Paul could look up and observe the various articles of equipment that the Roman soldier wore.  This is where he gets the military metaphors found in our passage.  

Estimate the Situation - Verse 10

In order to fight this spiritual battle, the believer must have supernatural power.  This fight cannot be waged by human power.  The soul must be armed with Bible doctrine circulating in the soul.

Utilize the Equipment – Verse 11

There were three types of Roman soldiers in Paul’s time:

1) Hastati - young recruits analogous to the new believer

2) Princeps - vigorous young men with limited experience analogous to the adolescent believer

3) Triarii - experienced men analogous to the mature believer

They were all different types, but all wore the same armor.  All believers have the same armor available to them to stand against Satan’s strategies.

Assess the Enemy – Verse 12

Jesus Christ controls history, but Satan is the ruler of this world.  Satan is a genius and has been observing mankind for thousands of years.  He has a well-organized army of demons to do his work.  Satan relies on the influence of this army of demons, the world system and the sin nature to keep us off track regarding our spiritual life.

The Weapons of Our Warfare

Truth – Bible doctrine residing in your soul (verse 14)

Righteousness – the imputed righteousness of God (verse 14)

The Gospel of Peace – reconciliation to God (verse 15)

The Shield of Faith – believing the promises of God (verse 16)

The Helmet of Salvation – our spiritual assets received at salvation (verse 17)

The Sword of the Spirit – application of Bible doctrine (verse 17)

Prayer – consistent prayer life (verse 18)

