Lesson for October 29, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Kingdom of Heaven Parables
(Matthew 13:24-58; Mark 4:26-32)

The Kingdom of Heaven parables are intended to teach the truth about the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ, which Jesus had been introducing to the world (especially to the nation of Israel). Although these parables are about the Millennium, there are many principles of doctrine that apply to all dispensations.  Jesus used the teaching method of repetition (a method most great teachers employ) as He described the Kingdom of Heaven (the kingdom which comes down from Heaven).  Each time Jesus described the Kingdom of Heaven, He used a different parable.   

The Kingdom of God vs. The Kingdom of Heaven

The Kingdom of God is God’s eternal kingdom to which every believer belongs from all dispensations, perhaps even elect angels.  It is God’s spiritual kingdom, which is entered only through salvation by faith alone in Christ alone. (Matthew 6:33; Luke 13:28-29; John 3:3-7; Hebrews 12:22-23)  Within that kingdom there is the Kingdom of Heaven (or the kingdom of the heavens).  The Kingdom of Heaven is only part of the entire Kingdom of God, and refers to the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth.  Since the Kingdom of Heaven is a part of the Kingdom of God, they are sometimes used interchangeably.

It is this earthly kingdom that was announced by John the Baptist and offered to Israel by Jesus Christ and rejected by the Jewish nation.  Since it was rejected and the Messiah crucified, the Kingdom of Heaven was postponed until after the Tribulation.  Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven and the Millennium are the same period of time.  This period will be the time when “David’s greater Son,” Jesus Christ, will rule on earth.  It is a time when all the covenants to Israel will be fulfilled.  It is a time of peace and prosperity. (Matthew 3:1-3; Luke 1:31-33; Zechariah 12:8; II Samuel 7:7-10)

When John announced that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand, it simple meant that the Messianic ruler was on the scene and ready to set up His kingdom on earth.  Even the disciples of Jesus thought that the Kingdom of Heaven was going to be set up at that time. (Acts 1:6)  In Matthew 13 Jesus teaches the multitudes about the Kingdom of Heaven in parables.  These parables and their meanings apply to the Millennium, not to the Church Age, even though the principles they teach apply to any age.
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The Parable of the Wheat and Tares

This parable is a comparison of the believer and the unbeliever and the final destination of each.  The parable tells us about a man who sowed good seed and went to bed.  While he was asleep, his enemy came and sowed bad seed among the good.  This fact was discovered only after the seeds began to grow.  The bad seed that was sown is called “tares.”  Tare in Greek is the word “zizanion,” which is a false wheat.  Zizanion resembled wheat, in that in looked like wheat in appearance and grew as tall as wheat.  The seeds of this false wheat are poisonous to man and animals, producing sleepiness, nausea, convulsions and even death.  The only way it could be distinguished from good wheat was its black grains only seen when it began to mature.

The parable continued when the man’s servants asked him if they should remove the tares.  The answer was to wait until the time of harvest and the tares would be removed, gathered up and burned.   Tares and wheat have existed together in every dispensation.  The tares are unbelievers and the wheat represents believers.  It has always been and will continue to be Satan’s plan to distract, deceive and mislead believers by placing unbelievers among them.  We see this concept in the study of false apostles and false prophets, who creep into the local church and deceive many.  We have seen this within the nation of Israel, when false pagan religions were allowed to become a part of the their worship.  We see this in the Tribulation when the Antichrist sets himself up as the religious leader of the world.  Satan’s ultimate goal is to destroy God’s plan for mankind. 

Jesus made the meaning of this parable clear in His explanation in Matthew 13:36-43.  Jesus explained that the good seed was sown by the Son of Man, Jesus Christ.  The field into which the seed is sown is the world (or world system).  The tares are the children of Satan (unbelievers).  The enemy who sowed the bad seed is Satan.  The harvest when the tares will be gathered and burned comes at the end of the Millennium.  The mechanics of how this will happen is that Jesus will send His angels and they will gather the tares from among His kingdom.  This indicates that these tares have been residing among the wheat.  The final destination of the tares is the Lake of Fire.
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Two Resurrections

(John 5:28-29)

Believers’ Resurrection

(I Corinthians 15:23)

Church Age Believers

(I Thessalonians 4:13-18)

1) At death

a) Body goes into the grave – John 19:40-42

b) Soul and spirit go into the presence of the Father – 

     II Corinthians 5:8

2) At resurrection

a) Soul enters the resurrection body - Philippians 3:20-21

b) Spirit enters the resurrection body - I John 3:1-2; I Corinthians 15:51-57

3) Time of resurrection
a) At the Rapture - I Thessalonians 4:15-16

b)  At the end of the Church Age - John 14:1-3; Philippians 3:21
Old Testament Believers

(Daniel 12:13; Isaiah 26:19-21; Matthew 24:31; Mark 13:27)

1) At death 

a) Body goes into the grave – Acts 2:24-29

b) Soul and spirit go into Paradise - Luke 16:19-31; 23:43; Ephesians 4:8-10

2) At resurrection

a) Soul goes into the resurrection body

b) Spirit goes into the resurrection body

3) Time of resurrection

a) At the second coming of Jesus Christ - Mark 13:24-27
b)  At the end of the Tribulation - Matthew 24:27-31
Tribulational Believers 

(part of the Old Testament)

1)  At death

a) Body goes into the grave

b) Soul and spirit go into the presence of the Lord

     2)  At resurrection

a) Soul goes into the resurrection body

b) Spirit goes into the resurrection body
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3)  Time of resurrection

a) End of Tribulation - Revelation 20:4-6

b) At the second coming of Jesus Christ - Revelation 19 and 20

Millennial Believers

(Revelation 20:5)

If they die, their resurrection will be at the end of the Millennium.  If a tribulational believer goes into the Millennium in a physical body, he will receive a resurrection body at the end of the Millennium.

Unbelievers’ Resurrection

(Revelation 20:11-15)

1) At death

a) Body goes into the grave

b) Soul goes into Hades - Luke 16:19-31

2) At resurrection

a) Soul returns to the body - John 5:28-29, Matthew 18:8

b) Unbeliever appears before the Great White Throne Judgment - Revelation 20:11-15
