Lesson for October 22, 2006

The Life of Christ

Parable of the Sower

(Matthew 13:1-35; Mark 4:1-5:43; Luke 8:4-21)

One of the teaching methods often used by Christ was that of a parable.  A parable is a story with illustrations or comparisons.  Jesus used these parables to teach a Biblical principle or doctrine.  Jesus explained the reason for this style of teaching in Matthew 13:10-17.  In Mathew 13:10 the disciples of Jesus questioned Him about the reason for using this method.  Jesus gave them the explanation beginning in Matthew 13:11. 

Jesus explained to His disciples that they were able to understand spiritual information.  It was not that only the disciples could understand, or that God had given them some special ability to understand.  The reason they could understand was because they had chosen to believe in Christ and as a result had a human spirit, the place where spiritual information is made understandable.  The unbeliever cannot understand spiritual information because he does not have a human spirit.

The mechanics of learning Bible doctrine are as follows:  1) a pastor-teacher teaches accurate Bible doctrine 2) the Holy Spirit teaches the believer’s human spirit 3) the Holy Spirit transfers this doctrinal information from the human spirit to a compartment in the soul of the believer as academic knowledge (gnosis) 4) when the believer uses his volition to believe this doctrinal information to be true the Holy Spirit then transfers it to another compartment in the soul as spiritual knowledge (epignosis).  It is spiritual knowledge only that the Holy Spirit uses to guide the believer.

In Matthew 13:12, Jesus continued to explain that for those who have spiritual knowledge, more will be given to them and for those who do not have spiritual knowledge they will lose everything.  What did Jesus mean by this statement?   Jesus meant that the believer who continues to pursue knowledge of God will continue to receive it.  For those who do not want the knowledge of God, they will not receive it, since it cannot be forced on them.  The loss of everything can be eternal separation from God in the case of an unbeliever or the loss of blessings and rewards if the person is a believer.

The reason therefore that Jesus spoke to these people in parables was so they could understand the truth.  The nation of Israel had been receiving truth for many centuries and they still failed to perceive God’s truth regarding the Messiah.  Jesus said that they had the power to see, but did not see.  He said they had the power to hear, but did not.  Seeing and hearing in this context 
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means that they did not grasp or understand God’s truth.  Jesus said they were actually fulfilling a prophecy from the book of Isaiah regarding the rejection of truth by the nation of Israel. 

Jesus had already related a parable as an illustration of this principle.  It was the parable of the sower.  A sower is a planter of seeds.  In Matthew 13:1-8, we have the parable of the sower.  In Matthew 13:18-23, Jesus explained the meaning of this parable. 

The sower went out to sow and began distributing seeds.  The first group of seeds fell by the roadside and the birds came and ate them.  The second group of seeds fell on rocky ground with not much soil and they sprang up quickly, but when the sun came up it scorched them because they had no depth of soil.   The third group of seeds fell among thorns and the thorns grew and choked them out.  The fourth group of seeds fell on good soil and yielded grain – some 100 times, some 60 times and some 30 times.

The Seeds that Fell By the Roadside

The meaning of this parable was that the first group of seeds that fell by the roadside is like a person who hears the Gospel and does not understand it because of negative volition.  Satan comes and removes the message before this person can understand the Gospel, believe it and be saved.  A person does not always understand the Gospel upon the first hearing.  Satan can malign the Gospel message by convincing a person that what they heard was not true.  Satan does this by means of demon activity or simply using an unbeliever or a duped believer who has adopted the doctrine of demons, which includes a false Gospel message.  Remember that Satan’s ministers come to people as “ministers of righteousness” and their purpose is to fool people into believing a lie.  (II Corinthians 11:13-15)






The Seeds that Fell on the Rocks

The meaning of this parable was that the second group of seeds that fell on rocky ground is like a person who believes the Gospel and receives the good news with joy.  However, after awhile when life becomes difficult because of trials or tribulations of the world, they stumble.  This person is a believer who stops believing after a period of time.  It is possible for a person to believe in Christ, receive eternal life and later deny God and their salvation.  This attitude does not change the fact that this person has eternal life.  The belief system of this believer obviously never grew or took solid root.  A root system is analogous to the study and application of accurate Bible doctrine, which builds the proper foundation upon which to build your spiritual life.
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The Scripture is clear that the only foundation for the believer is Jesus Christ Himself.  We know that the Word of God is the mind of Christ. Therefore, the foundation is the written Word (Christ is the living Word).  The written Word of God is meant to be understood and utilized as a blueprint for the Christian Way of Life.

The Seeds that Fell Among the Thorns

The meaning of this parable was that the third group of seeds that fell among the thorns is like a person who believes the Gospel, but becomes distracted by the things of the world system.  Specifically mentioned as one of the things of the world system is “the cares of the world,” which refer to worries and anxieties that life often brings.  Being anxious and worried about the details of life, such as, how others think of you, how you look, new cars, new houses, etc. are distractions to the Christian Way of Life.  Another thing of the world system that is mentioned is “riches.”  There is nothing wrong with wealth as long as it does not become a distraction or a compromise to your spiritual life.  If you are pursuing wealth to the detriment of your relationship with God, you are “a seed that fell among the thorns.”   The final thing of the world system that is mentioned is “lusts.”  “Lusts” in these passages is illicit lusts or wanting something that you cannot morally have.  When a believer is in pursuit of illicit lusts he is continually out of fellowship with God.  All categories stated as “things of the world system” are distractions to the execution of God’s plan, purpose and will.  This believer has become a reversonist.

The Bible teaches us that a reversionist is an enemy of God, an enemy of The Cross, a child of the devil, double-minded and unstable in all his ways. He does not abide in the teaching of Christ, he deludes himself, he lacks faith, he faints in his mind, he is a prisoner to sin, he has come short of the grace of God, his soul is tortured and he is subject to divine discipline.  The reversionist has left his first love, fallen away from his spiritual life and has become a lukewarm believer.  (James 4:4; Philippians 3:18-19; I John 3:10; James 1:8, 4:8; II John 9; James 1:22-24; Romans 7:23; Hebrews 12:3-15; II Peter 2:7-8; Revelation 2) 

The Seeds that Fell on Good Soil

The meaning of this parable was that the fourth group of seeds that fell on good soil is like a person who believes the Gospel and brings forth much fruit.  There were three categories of growing believers in this parable.  Every believer does not advance at the same rate.  The important thing for the believer is that he is advancing.  Divine production is the subject of this parable.  Divine production is accomplished under the control and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The development of your spiritual life with God is the most important thing that you can do as a believer.  Failure to develop this relationship leads to lack of divine 
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production in the life of the believer.  Your spiritual life is developed by getting to know God.  You can know God only through the knowledge of His Word.  Therefore, we see the importance of finding a pastor-teacher who teaches accurate Bible doctrine and the importance of faithfully attending Bible class.  “Study to show yourself approved before God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, handling with accuracy the word of truth.”  (II Timothy 2:15)

We all have equal opportunity to succeed or fail in the Christian Way of Life.  Success depends on positive volition towards Bible doctrine.  A believer can only learn accurate Bible doctrine from a man with the gift of pastor-teacher.  Accurate teaching of God’s Word takes many hours of study and preparation by the pastor-teacher.  It also requires the proper method of Biblical interpretation, which is accomplished through the principle of I.C.E.  The I.C.E. principle stands for Isagogics, Categories and Exegesis.  Isagogics means that the Word of God must be interpreted in the time it was written from a historical point of view.  Categories of doctrine must be studied and taught in a logical, systematic way, letting the Bible interpret itself, so the hearer can understand and store this information.  Exegesis is the verse-by-verse study and teaching of the Word of God, in order to understand it within it’s context.  Accuracy comes by examination of the original languages, the etymology of words, their tenses and grammatical use.  

Glorifying God on earth is one of the reasons we are here and is never accomplished by overt activity.  It is our spiritual lives that bring glory to God, not our Christian lives.  Our spiritual life is our relationship with God and our Christian life is our relationship with others.  As we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and teach us, we reflect the glory of God to the world.  The Bible declares that the believer is the light of the world.  As light, we are to shine into dark places, which means we are to exhibit the character of Christ. (Matthew 5:14-16; Colossians 1:27, 3:16-17)

