Lesson for October 8, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Unpardonable Sin

(Matthew 12:22-37; Mark 20-30)

Before we can understand the subject of the unpardonable sin, we must consider the context of the passages that contain the statement regarding it.  There has been much false teaching regarding the unpardonable sin.  Simply stated, the unpardonable sin is failure to respond to the ministry of God the Holy Spirit when He reveals the Gospel message to an individual.  Thus, the unpardonable sin is the rejection of Jesus Christ as Savior.

Matthew 12:22-37 is where we find the scripture regarding the unpardonable sin.  The passage begins with Jesus casting out demons and the man is healed.  Those, other than the Pharisees, who observed this miracle were amazed, but the Pharisees accused Jesus of casting out demons by the power of Satan.  Of course, the truth was that Jesus cast out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus’ reply to these Pharisees is found in Matthew 12:25-37.

Remember that Jesus was a masterful teacher and thinker.  He proved at the age of twelve and many times after, that He could outthink the Pharisees.  Using logic and debaters’ techniques, Jesus showed this group of religious leaders the error of their accusations.  Once again (as in the past), Jesus was trying to explain to the Pharisees the truth regarding the Messiah, hoping to convince them to believe in Him.  

The Pharisees, instead of believing in Jesus, desired to discredit Him and His message by attempting to show people that He was associated with Satan, perhaps even demon-possessed.  By doing this the Pharisees hoped to regain their own popularity and power over the common people.  The Pharisees are described in this passage as fuming with anger.  In Matthew 12:25, it says that Jesus knew their thoughts.  The Greek word for thoughts is “enthumeises” and means an inward reasoning (generally evil surmising).  The root word in Greek is “thumeo” and describes the smoking of incense.  The Pharisees slowly fumed (smoked) over the success of Jesus, the miracles that He was able to perform and the fact that many followed Him.  

Jesus told two parables that demonstrated the absurdity of the Pharisees’ accusation that He was demon-possessed or associated with Satan.  The first parable answers the accusation that Jesus was casting out demons by the power of Satan.  Jesus begins with a statement of fact as if in a debate in Matthew 12:25, and then defends His position by using logic (something these intellectual Pharisees should have understood).  In Matthew 12:26, Jesus asked the question “If Satan casts out Satan he is divided and how shall his house stand?”
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The question anticipated a negative answer – it can’t stand.  In other words, why would Satan’s associate cast out another associate (demon)?   If this occurred, Satan’s kingdom would be destroyed from within.  

Christ then turned the tables on the Pharisees by asking a series of questions designed to get them to think about what they were saying.  He suggested that perhaps the Jewish sons (meaning all Jews) were casting out demons by the same power, Jesus Himself being a Jewish son.  Furthermore, Jesus made the statement that if He was, on the other hand, casting out demons by the power of the Holy Spirit then the kingdom of God had come to them.  Jesus suggested that if He was indeed from God as He claimed, then He would have the power to cast out demons by God’s power.  The conclusion that must be drawn is that Jesus was obviously from God.

It is with this context in mind that we have the statement in Matthew 12:31-32 regarding the “unpardonable sin.”  Jesus told these Pharisees that all sin can be forgiven except for one and that is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  The Greek word for blasphemy is “blasphemia” and means evil speaking.  Therefore, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is speaking evil of the illumination that He brings to a person regarding Jesus Christ and the Gospel message.  By speaking evil in this case demonstrates a rejection of the truth that has been revealed – Jesus Christ and the Gospel.  In keeping with the context, you are either with Christ by believing in Him or against Him by rejecting Him.

Continuing this line of thinking, Christ put everyone into one of two categories: good or evil.  The metaphor was a tree that bears fruit.  A good tree bears good fruit and a corrupt tree bears corrupt fruit.  What Jesus said was that you are either for Him or against Him.  When it comes to salvation or even the Christian Way of Life there are no “fence riders.”  A person cannot be partially saved and partially lost no more than a Christian can be partially filled with the Spirit and partially not.  

Jesus went on to say that what a person says is a reflection of who he really is.  If a person lacks the goodness that comes from knowing and following Jesus Christ, he does not have the capacity to bring forth good things.  This does not mean that everything that an unbeliever says or does is evil.  What Jesus was referring to was a relationship that changes the thinking of a person so that he is able to produce divine good.  An unbeliever is the enemy of God because of his rejection of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  A believer can also be the enemy of God by his failure to execute the plan of God for his life.  You are either for Christ or against Him.
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Jesus Christ has secured forever the strategic victory (the skillful planning and management in getting the better of the adversary) over Satan.  At salvation this victory places the believer in a place of maximum strength with the potential to win the tactical victory (the procedure for gaining advantage or success over the adversary) over Satan, the World (Cosmic) System and the Sin Nature.  In order to execute the Christian Way of Life and glorify God while we are on earth, the believer’s union with Christ (Positional Sanctification) guarantees him the opportunity to overcome the obstacles that are placed before him (or that he places before himself).

There are two types of believers: winners and losers.  Winners are the believers who win the strategic and the tactical victory.  Losers are the believers who win only the strategic victory.  Winning the strategic victory is done by a single decision to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior.  Winning the strategic and tactical victories is done by a single act of faith in Christ and many additional decisions thereafter to obey God’s Word and execute the Christian Way of Life. (John 3:36; Ephesians 5:15-18)  

The loser-believer makes a single decision to trust Christ as Savior and this brings God glory.  This person will also glorify God for all eternity.  Even though the loser-believer has won the strategic victory and possesses the righteousness of God, he will suffer divine discipline and self-induced misery because of his failure to win the tactical victory.  He lives in Satan’s “cosmic system” and constantly makes wrong decisions from a position of weakness.  The loser-believer makes self number one priority in his or her life.

The winner-believer, after trusting Christ as Savior, makes many right decisions that glorify Christ.  Therefore, he glorifies God both in time and in eternity.  The winner-believer has won the strategic victory and possesses the righteousness of God and is advancing to spiritual maturity where he will win the tactical victory.  The winner-believer does suffer, but it is for divine blessing and he shares the happiness of God.  He lives in God’s “power system” and consistently makes right decisions from a position of strength.  The winner-believer makes God number one priority in his or her life.

Being a winner or loser believer is determined by personal volition.  You make the choice to be a winner or a loser.  God does not force anyone to trust Christ as Savior, or to obey His mandates after salvation.  God is not a “puppet-master” manipulating the believer’s every thought and action and He is not a “magician” with a magic wand to wave in order to fix your problems.  However, God has designed the Christian Way of Life in a way in which all believers can become winners.  It begins with making the right decision, as a believer, to learn, believe and apply Bible doctrine.  
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If you’re waiting for God to make you do something or to make you think a certain way, you’re waiting in vain.  God is actually waiting on you to grow-up spiritually and take control of your own spiritual life.  Of course, this can be done only through the power of God the Holy Spirit.

God is no “respecter of persons.”  His justice shows no partiality.  Any believer will succeed if he follows God’s system.  The only equality in life is found in God’s system. Any believer can succeed, regardless of social background, current social status, I.Q., education, gender or race.  For those believers who desire to advance beyond salvation and logistical grace there is the opportunity to receive an “abundance of grace.”  There has always been a “remnant according to grace.”  A remnant is a small portion of the whole and so it is with those who are serious about spiritual growth. (Romans 11:1-6)

Never before in the history of the world has the believer in Christ had the privilege and the opportunity that is afforded him today.  The Church Age in which we live is an unparalleled dispensation with numerous advantages for the believer.  The privileges and opportunities that we have been given are not only unique, they are “above and beyond all that we could ever think or imagine.”  (Ephesians 3:13-21)

