Lesson for October 1, 2006

The Life of Christ

Jesus Dines with Simon the Pharisee

(Luke 7:36-50)
This story is about great love and great forgiveness.  Sometime after Jesus had told the Pharisees that they lacked divine wisdom and after He had rebuked the three cities of Galilee He was invited to dine with Simon, a Pharisee.  Apparently before the meal began, a certain woman entered the house and began to anoint the feet of Jesus with oil.

Luke describes this woman as a sinner, but not just “any sinner.”  We know this because of the Greek word that Luke used for sinful.  The Greek word for sinful is “hamartolos” and was often used to describe a person who was a desecrator of tombs (an especially hideous practice).  The point is that this woman was a well-known violator of the Mosaic Law and obviously had a reputation as such.  Luke stops short of naming her specific sin, but we know she was notorious for it.  We see this in a description of her in verse thirty-eight by Simon the Pharisee.  In his thoughts he called her a “hamartolos,” a well-known sinner. 

Notice in this passage how deliberate this woman was in planning and executing the plan to see Jesus and honor Him.  First, she made sure of His location.  Remember that large crowds attempted to follow Jesus everywhere He went.  Therefore, when He entered any town or place there was much talk about where He would be.  This woman wanted to make sure she saw Him.  Her second act was to purchase a flask of alabaster oil.  She obviously had a plan.  Alabaster oil was a perfume used in Biblical times for three purposes: 1) Medicinal – because of the dry climate of the ancient near east, these oils were used to keep skin and hair from becoming too dry.  2) Cosmetic – these oils were used as deodorants to mask body odors, in the preparation for burial, as a sensual aroma and were often applied to clothes or furniture.  3) Religious - anointing oils and burning incense were both part of religious practices of the time.  Their legitimate Biblical use was in ritual sacrifices to God.  The next part of her plan was to get next to Jesus, which she did successfully.  

Filled with emotion, the woman began to cry.  Luke used the Greek word “klaio” for cry, which describes her crying as a vocalization of grief or emotion, but not to the point of uncontrollable ecstatic wailing.  We can only speculate on the reason for her emotional response.  Perhaps this woman was overcome with emotion at the fact that her sins were forgiven or perhaps it was because she was in the presence of her Savior.  Perhaps it was both.  We know from later verses in this passage that when she came to Simon’s house that she was already a believer.  It seemed that her goal was to honor Jesus by an act that was very common in
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ancient Biblical times, but not to the extent that she was willing to go.  We also learn that anointing the feet was a common practice from what Jesus said to Simon in Luke 7:44.  The emotion with which this woman expressed her gratitude is analogous to the emotion that will be displayed for the Lord Jesus Christ during His millennial reign on earth.  Without Satan and his world system to distort emotional responses, the believer will be free to express his emotion in the form of verbal, ecstatic behavior that is not to be engaged in during the Church Age.

The humility that this woman showed is a testimony to us all.  Remember that Jesus washed the feet of His own disciples as an object lesson of humility.  This woman recognized the authority of Jesus Christ and willingly submitted to His authority.  She was not trying to work for her salvation, nor was she trying to gain the approbation of God by her act.  

Simon the Pharisee on the other hand had been trying all his life to gain the approbation of God by his good deeds.  He apparently invited Jesus to dinner to test Him in order to see if He was really a prophet - to examine Him, to observe Him and to question Him.  The response of Christ to this “sinful” woman answered the question in the mind of this Pharisee – He cannot be a prophet if He condones the behavior of this sinful woman.  Of course, the Pharisee was wrong – Jesus was “The Prophet.”  Simon’s thinking would have been: “Those of us who are righteous do not associate with sinners.”  Of course, we know that the Pharisees were not righteous.  They were power-hungry, greedy, corrupt religious leaders who preyed on their congregation.

Because Jesus was talking with a self-righteous Pharisee, He used a parable to set the record straight and to show him the error of his way.  The parable was a simple one and the response from Simon was the correct response – the one that Jesus was looking for from him.  Simplified, the parable asked the question, “Who will most appreciate his debt being forgiven, the one who owed the most or the one who owed the less?”  The correct answer was the one who owed the most, because he was forgiven the most.  From verse forty-nine we see that this parable meant nothing to Simon and the others (most likely other Pharisees) who were attending the dinner.  They refused to recognize Jesus as the Messiah or even to respect Him as a prophet.  Simon had reduced Jesus to the role of teacher and the others reduced Him to a blasphemer, since He claimed to be able to forgive sin.

The story ends with Christ’s statement to the woman.  He simply told her that her faith had saved her and to go in peace.  Notice that he did not address the Pharisees in the same manner, which is an indication that they were all unbelievers.  This is a story of the great love expressed by this new believer and the magnitude of the forgiveness that she received as a result of her faith in Jesus Christ as Savior.
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Forgiveness of Sin

When a person believes in Jesus Christ as Savior, they are immediately forgiven of all their personal sins.  The Greek word for forgiveness is “aphiemi” and means to send away from or to send forth.   Jesus Christ paid the penalty for sin by His substitutionary spiritual death on the Cross.  Upon faith in Christ, the believer’s sins are “sent away.”  The Bible actually says that God sends our sins as far as the east is from the west and remembers them no more. (I John 2:2; Ephesians 1:7; Psalm 103:12)  After salvation, our personal sins separate us from fellowship with God, cause us to lose the filling of the Holy Spirit and put a halt to our spiritual life.  (I John 1:8-10)  Acknowledging any known sin in the life is the only way to appropriate God’s forgiveness for post- salvation sinning (I John 1:9).  Divine mechanics go back to the Cross where all sin was judged and forgiven.  Human mechanics simply agree with the judgment that took place on the Cross.  God is completely satisfied with the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross and this is the basis for our forgiveness.

Peace With God

(Ephesians 2:14-18)

The doctrine of reconciliation explains how peace with God is achieved.  There are two words for reconciliation in Greek.  One word “diallasso” means to reconcile two parties that are mutually hostile toward one another.  The second word “katallasso” means to reconcile two parties where only one party is hostile toward the other.  “Katallasso” is the word used for reconciliation to God.  This means that it is man who is hostile to God and has become rebellious by means of his inherent sin nature.  It means that mankind is the enemy of God and it is man who needs to be reconciled to God.

Literally, “katallasso” means to change or to exchange (originally referring to money).  It came to mean to change from being one’s enemy to being one’s friend.  This is the meaning throughout the New Testament.  At salvation, the believer is reconciled to God.  This means that the believer is no longer God’s enemy but that peace has been made as a result of his decision to believe in Christ. (Romans 5:10)

Reconciliation is accomplished by the removal of a barrier that exists between God and man.  Once this barrier is removed, the possibility exists for peace between God and man.  The barrier that separates God from man is sin.  Every person is born with a sin nature, which is passed down genetically from the father.  Man also possesses Adam’s original sin, which is imputed to him at birth by God.  It is Adam’s original sin that condemns man.  Personal sins are committed because man possesses a sin nature.
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Since God can have nothing to do with sin, the “sin barrier” must be removed so that mankind can once again have a relationship with God.  We are talking about the spiritual mechanics that accomplish this for man.  Jesus Christ is the sin-bearer, which means that He was judged for our sin (Adam’s original sin and our personal sins).  The judgment of Christ for sin satisfied the righteousness and the justice of God.  The person who accepts Jesus Christ as his “sin-bearer” is immediately reconciled to God and placed into union with Him.  This means that the believer is no longer God’s enemy, but peace now exists between this individual and God.  Peace with God is a positional truth. (Romans 5:1)

The Peace of God

(Philippians 4:7: Colossians 3:15)

The peace of God can come only after a person has peace with God by faith in Jesus Christ.  The peace of God is accomplished by a believer who is filled with the Holy Spirit, and is advancing in his spiritual life.  At any given time, you are either 100% spiritual (filled with the Holy Spirit) or 100% carnal (not filled with the Holy Spirit).  When you are not filled with the Holy Spirit, you grieve and quench His work of producing the character of Jesus Christ in you.  The new nature that you received at salvation needs to be fed on a daily basis and become much stronger that the natural nature you were born with.  As you make good decisions from a position of strength, you will find things will begin to fall into place for you.  You begin to have fellowship (things in common) with God.  Your prayer life becomes more effective and you find yourself thinking Bible doctrine in situations at home and at work.  You begin claiming the promises of God and mixing them with your faith.  You are developing a personal sense of destiny and you are beginning to share the happiness of God.  You also realize that God’s grace is sufficient for all your needs and you don’t need to look elsewhere.  This causes you to be truly grateful for what you have right now.  Eventually, as you grow in your spiritual life you will become occupied with the person of Christ.  As your spiritual growth continues, you will begin to emulate Christ’s thoughts.  When you fall short from time to time, you will know to utilize 1 John 1:9 as you continue to move towards your goal of spiritual maturity.  You now have begun living your spiritual life, which results in having the peace of God.

