Lesson for September 17, 2006

The Life of Christ

Jesus Returns to Capernaum

(Luke 7:1-50)

After Jesus delivered the Sermon on the Mount, He returned to Capernaum, the home base for His ministry.  Luke records several events that took place while Jesus was in Capernaum.

Luke records two miracles that Jesus performed during His stay in Capernaum and during a brief trip to Nain, a short distance from Capernaum.  The first is the healing of a centurion’s servant and the second is the raising from the dead a widow’s son.  The compassion of Jesus for others is clearly seen throughout the Gospels, as it was when He performed these two miracles.

The healing of the centurion’s servant is an especially interesting story for two reasons.  The first reason is that a centurion was a high-ranking official of the Roman government and the second reason is what Jesus said about the centurion’s faith.  A centurion in the Roman army commanded about a 100 men.  Centurions were known for their daring and courage in battle and were normally highly decorated soldiers.  They were also involved in the training of new recruits and were known for their stern and demanding dispositions.  With this in mind, it is easy to see the paradox in our story with regard to the centurion’s compassion for his servant.  The second reason that makes this man such a paradox is that Jesus said that He had not seen this great of faith in all of Israel.  Remember this centurion was a Gentile and most likely had no knowledge of the Scriptures.  And yet his faith exceeded that of the Jewish crowd that was following Jesus, including the religious scribes and Pharisees.

The second miracle that Luke recorded was the healing of the widow’s son while the son was being carried to the burial site.  It is interesting to note that the dead man could not have exercised his faith to receive healing as many false “healers” claim as a prerequisite for being healed.  On some occasions Jesus would say, “Your faith has made you whole” and other times He simply healed a person.  The result of this miracle was far reaching, as the word about Jesus spread rapidly throughout the region of Judea.  Those who witnessed this miracle simply called Jesus a great prophet, not yet recognizing that He was the Messiah.  Our passage says that reverent fear came upon those who saw the miracle and they began to praise and give God thanks saying that God had visited His people.  
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As word of Jesus and His ministry spread, the disciples of John the Baptist brought him the news.  John the Baptist, who had baptized Jesus and heard the audible voice of God say regarding Jesus, “This is my beloved Son in Whom I am well pleased,” now sent two disciples to question Jesus.  It seems that some doubt had entered the mind of John the Baptist about the Messiahship of Jesus between the time he first met Jesus and this period of time, which finds John in prison.  The question John asked through his disciples was “ Are you the One or should we continue to look for another?”  

Jesus’ reply to John’s disciples was not harsh as one might suppose.  Jesus told these men to go back and report to John all that they had seen Jesus do, and tell him that “happy is the person who is not offended in Christ.”  Offend in Greek is the word “skandalizo” (where we get the word scandal).  The idea is that of being disgraced or ashamed.  Jesus was telling John the Baptist that He was indeed the Messiah and for John not to ashamed to be counted with Him.  Shortly after this, John the Baptist would be killed by a malicious ruler named Herod.  We might ask how John could even question the fact that Jesus was the Messiah or why would Jesus have to tell Him not to be ashamed.   The answer is the same today – the negative influence of Satan’s cosmic system and lack of faith in God’s power system.  Even the great prophet John the Baptist could succumb to human viewpoint thinking. 

Jesus then did an amazing thing.  He began to explain to His followers the purpose for which John the Baptist was born.  Jesus had only kind, exalting words to say about John and his divine role as the forerunner of Christ.  Jesus then used John the Baptist to teach and warn His followers.  Jesus made a contrast between the person who truly is seeking to know God and the person who only pretends to be seeking God.  The person who was seeking God was the one who followed John the Baptist and was baptized by him as a demonstration of their faith in the coming Messiah and His kingdom.  The Jewish religious leaders rejected John’s message and refused to respond to the counsel of God given through John.  The message was that the kingdom of God is at hand (the Messiah is among us).  Therefore, everyone (including the Jewish leaders) was urged to repent (change their mind about God and His message of salvation), believe and be baptized by John (to demonstrate their faith).

Luke 7:35, summarizes the attitude of the Jewish leaders who were listening to Jesus - they lacked divine wisdom.  They rejected John the Baptist, saying that he had a devil.  They then rejected Jesus, saying He was a glutton, a drunk and a friend of sinners.  Therefore, wisdom (personified) is vindicated (shown to be true) by her “offspring” (those who acquire wisdom).  Those who followed God’s counsel as conveyed by John the Baptist and Jesus were exercising divine wisdom, whereas those who rejected the counsel of God (the Jewish leaders) lacked divine wisdom.
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Divine Wisdom vs. Human Wisdom

(I Corinthians 1:18-31; 2:1-16)

Only a believer in Jesus Christ has the potential of possessing and utilizing the wisdom of God.  Human wisdom is mere foolishness by comparison.  Regardless of how hard a brilliant and intelligent unbeliever tries, he can never understand God or the things of God.  The unbeliever has no system of spiritual perception.  God can be understood only through Bible doctrine (a person can understand the concept of God by nature).  Understanding the concept of God and knowing God is not the same thing.

Wisdom in Greek is “Sophia” and means insight into the true nature of things.  The same Greek word is used when referring to divine wisdom or human wisdom.  The difference between a believer and an unbeliever is that the unbeliever lacks a human spirit, which is needed to gain insight into the true nature of God.  The Greek word for spirit is “pneuma” and means wind, to blow and to breathe.  It is used in Scripture for wind, for breath, for the human spirit and the Holy Spirit.  The context determines its usage.  It is the human spirit that is created and imputed (credited) to the believer at salvation.

Regeneration, a theological term for being “born again”, is the term for when God creates a human spirit in the believer at salvation.  “Born again” is a poor translation of the Greek and leads one to think that the human spirit already exists and is simply being made over.  The Greek words for born again help us to fully understand the meaning: “gennao” means to be born and “anothen” means anew.  The word regenerate in English can mean to be restored, to reform, to bring into existence again, but it can also mean to be made anew.  The Greek word for regeneration is “palingenesia” and means a new birth, which makes the meaning clear.  Regeneration is a new birth, a spiritual birth from God.   It is called a “new creation” in II Corinthians 5:17, which is better translated “a new spiritual species.”  It is a brand new nature (the human spirit) - something that did not exist prior to faith in Christ. (John 3:1-8; I Thessalonians 5:23; Titus 3:5; Ephesians 2:1,5)

It is the human spirit that provides the believer with the ability to have a relationship with God, to learn, to understand and to apply Bible doctrine and to produce divine good. (Romans 1:9; 8:16; Job 32:8)  An unbeliever does not possess a human spirit and is, therefore, unable to have a relationship with God, to understand spiritual things or to produce divine good. (I Corinthians 2:14)  It is the human spirit that the Holy Spirit teaches and this becomes the positive influence in your soul.  Divine Viewpoint Thinking (wisdom) is the result of this influence and overrules Human Viewpoint Thinking when properly applied.  The

soul of man has the potential to be corrupted since it contains free will.  The human spirit, on the other hand, does not contain free will and, therefore, has no 
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potential for corruption.  The creation of the human spirit also sets up a battle in the soul.  This battle between the sin nature and the new spiritual nature is for the control of the soul. (Galatians 5:16-17; I John 3:9)
Divine Viewpoint vs. Human Viewpoint

Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.”

There are two viewpoints in life: divine and human.  Your way of life right now is being influenced by what you think.  Since you have freewill, you can think whatever you want to think and according to Proverbs 23:7, you are what you think.
This world system has a way of thinking that, generally speaking, does not line up with the thinking of God.  We call this Human Viewpoint Thinking.  Christians and non-Christians alike think human viewpoint on a regular basis.

God’s thinking is found in the Bible.  The Bible is more reliable than anything we see, hear, smell, taste, or feel.  It is the Word of God the Father, the mind of Jesus Christ and the voice of the Holy Spirit.  We call God’s thinking Divine Viewpoint Thinking. (I Corinthians 2:16; Hebrews 3:7, 4:12; II Peter 1:12-21)
In order to have Divine Viewpoint Thinking, you must know the accurate doctrine that is taught in the Bible.  The more accurate doctrine you know and apply, the more Divine Viewpoint Thinking you will be able to exhibit.  The less Bible doctrine you know, the more Human Viewpoint Thinking you will exhibit.  The more Human Viewpoint Thinking you exhibit, the more insecure and unstable you are going to be.

Daily study of God’s Word keeps Divine Viewpoint Thinking fresh in the mind and helps counteract Human Viewpoint Thinking. (Psalm 119:129-135)  Thinking your way through life with Divine Viewpoint Thinking will bring victory, peace, power and stability. (Isaiah 26:3-4, 33:6)  However, vacillating between Divine Viewpoint Thinking and Human Viewpoint Thinking makes a believer unstable according to James 1:8.  An unstable believer is an unhappy believer.  

The Christian way of life is all about what you think.  The Christian Way of Life is a supernatural way of life, which cannot be lived apart from knowledge of Bible doctrine and the control of God the Holy Spirit. (Romans 7:6, 8:2; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18) This way of life requires thinking.  All changes in our lives must come from the inside.  The true character of the believer is determined by his mental attitude (what he thinks).
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The Christian Way of Life began with a change of mental attitude (repentance) towards Jesus Christ, which resulted in salvation. (Acts 3:19)  At the moment of salvation, God did at least 40 things for each one of us.  We call these Spiritual Assets, and a part of these assets include the things necessary to execute the Christian Way of Life.  Choosing to use these assets enables the believer to live in a manner that is acceptable to the Lord, and to think those things that bring honor to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:23; Colossians 3:1-2)

After salvation, we make the choice of what our life is going to be like.  God never forces the believer into any course of action.  He has, however, provided the potential, but it is still our choice.  The Christian Way of Life is designed by God so that you can think, and think properly.  

Pressure situations require clear thinking and thinking clearly requires the proper vocabulary.  For the advancing believer, a doctrinal vocabulary is acquired from the study of Bible doctrine and should be influencing what you think.  It is this doctrinal vocabulary that God the Holy Spirit uses to help you when you have to operate under pressure.  In other words, the more of God’s Word you get in you, the more of God’s Word will be available to you, and more importantly to the Holy Spirit.

God has provided each of us with a sound mind under the filling of the Holy Spirit.  (II Timothy 1:7) This means that we have the potential for a relaxed mental attitude.  A relaxed mental attitude can be developed by consistent intake and application of Bible doctrine.  This relaxed mental attitude produces confidence in the soul. (II Corinthians 5:1-8)
As believers, we are told that we have the mind of Christ, which is Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  This divine thinking can be discovered by study, knowledge and application of Bible doctrine.  The result of this kind of thinking is peace, power, stability and victory.  This means that ALL believers are capable of having Divine Viewpoint Thinking. (II Timothy 1:7; II Corinthians 10:5)

During the Church Age, God has chosen to reveal His essence and plan through His written Word, the Bible.  Therefore, our attitude toward the Word of God is our attitude toward God.  If we pursue Bible doctrine, we love God; if we only listen or study at our convenience or when we are in trouble, then we insult God.  If we only study and fail to apply the doctrine we are learning, then it does us no good and we are living outside the will of God. 

