Lesson for August 13, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Sermon on the Mount

(Matthew 5:31-32)

Jesus continued to explain the true meaning of the Law of Moses.  In Matthew 5:31-32, Jesus dealt with divorce.  Under the laws of divine establishment, there was only one reason for divorce, and that was adultery.  The Jews had distorted the law regarding divorce into a system where a man could simply write out a “bill of divorcement” for any reason and divorce his wife.  This was certainly not God’s intention and He did not condone this behavior. (Malachi 2:16) God’s original design for marriage was one man and one woman in marriage until death.  Unfortunately, mankind is less than perfect and under the law certain allowances were made for the spouse who committed adultery and was unable to be reconciled with his or her spouse.

In the Church Age in which we live, there are several legitimate reasons for getting a divorce, but God’s best plan for marriage is still one man and one woman married until death.  Marriage is a divine institution established by God in the Garden of Eden for the entire human race.  Marriage is the Biblical boundary for sex.   Marriage is to be the stable environment for children.  Personal and impersonal love is the foundation for marriage and should be expressed in conversation, companionship, kindness and sex.  

God designed marriage as a stabilizing force in a nation.  The husband was given the role of the “head of the household,” which means he is to be the leader in the home (not a tyrant or a bully).   This leadership role entails awesome responsibility and accountability for the husband.  The husband is commanded to love his wife and the wife is to respond to her husband.  The wife was designed by God as the man’s helper.  When these two functions are reversed in a marriage you have chaos.   For the believer the most important thing of all in marriage is that the Word of God must be the criterion for the family.  For the unbeliever, the criterion is still the Word of God as divine establishment principles (whether he knows it or not). (Genesis 2:18-22; I Corinthians 11:7-12; Ephesians 5)

Marriage is an interrelationship.  As the leader in the home the man has the responsibility of initiating and expressing love and the woman has the responsibility to respond properly to it.  It is only when the man is initiating and expressing love as outlined in God’s Word that the woman is able to respond appropriately.  Far from being a demeaning role for the woman, this is when she is at her most glorious.  Unless the woman is a spiritually mature believer, she will react to the man’s lack of leadership in marriage by becoming bitter or 
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frustrated.  Therefore, it is the man’s responsibility before God to give the woman something to which she can respond in a positive manner.  A spiritually mature woman understands her role in marriage and prefers to be married to a man who she can respect and follow, a spiritually mature person who is considerate of her opinions when facing a decision.  Just because the man is the head of the home does not mean that the woman has no rights.  She has been given her rightful place by God, and it should be a place of honor, not a place of degradation.  When man “places his wife on a pedestal,” treating her according to Biblical guidelines, the marriage will honor God.

The husband and the wife are one before God, but each is responsible for his or her own spiritual life.  Study and application of Bible doctrine, keeping short accounts with God by acknowledging your sins immediately and allowing the Holy Spirit to control your life are essential for each marriage partner.  Bible doctrine accurately taught and properly applied brings both maturity and stability into the Christian home.  When a marriage fails, it is usually the husband who has failed to provide the proper spiritual environment in the home.

I Corinthians 7:3 tells both the man and the woman to make sure that they “render due benevolence” to one another.  This means that each marriage partner is to have time for one another and provide love and attention for one another.  The believer who lives by his own ego and ignores his responsibility has no capacity for love and is subject to divine disciple from God.  Security in marriage is more than just a steady paycheck.  Security comes as a result of making mutually beneficial decisions, exercising good judgment, nurturing your marital relationship and putting your spouse’s needs above your own.

Failure in Marriage and the Biblical Right of Remarriage

The primary reason that a Christian marriage fails is due to the lack of spiritual maturity.  For the unbeliever, the reason marriage fails is failure to apply divine establishment principles.  If there is something wrong in your marriage, look at your spiritual life.  A person is no better in marriage than he or she is as a person.  Ladies, if your husband fails to take the spiritual leadership role in your home, you are still responsible for your own spiritual life and that of your children.  

When a Christian marriage ends in divorce, the New Testament gives the believer a few choices only.  In some cases, remarriage is allowed and in other cases the divorced believer is to remain unmarried.  I Corinthians 7 gives us the most information regarding divorce and remarriage for the Christian.  As in the Old Testament, the believer is free to remarry if the spouse dies or has committed adultery (and they cannot be reconciled).  If a believer is married to an unbeliever and the unbeliever chooses to leave/divorce the believer, the believer 
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is free to remarry.  If a wife abandons her husband, she is to remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband.  The same principle is implied in I Corinthians 7:11 for the husband, he is not to leave or divorce (“aphiemi” in Greek) his wife.  If a believer divorces another believer, the believer who did not wish or initiate the divorce is free to marry according to divine establishment principles found in Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (implied).  Finally, if a person has been divorced for any reason prior to salvation they are free to remarry.  If a believer has violated any of these divine laws, do not seek a divorce in an attempt to “fix” the problem - confess it if necessary, remain married (even if it’s to an unbeliever) and get on with your spiritual life.

Ephesians 5:30-33

v.30


“For we are all members of His body”- Greek “melos”- a limb of the body

“of his flesh and his bones”- is not in the best manuscripts; added by translators for emphasis
v.31


“For this cause”- because of the principle stated in verse 30

“a man shall leave”- Greek “kataleipo”- to leave according to a fixed standard (God’s divine institution of marriage is the standard, fixed for the human race)

“his father and mother”- quote from Genesis 2:24 (Adam and Eve didn’t have parents to leave; God was establishing the institution of marriage for the human race; believers and unbelievers)

“and shall be joined “- Greek “proskollao”- literally to be glued together; an intensive verb here shows the oneness of this joining


“unto his wife”- Greek “gune”- woman

“and the two shall be one flesh”- Greek “sarx” + “mia”- into one flesh showing the unity of both body and soul

v.32


“This is a great”- Greek “megas”- great of quality, important, outstanding

“mystery”- Greek “musterion”- truth revealed for the first time; this was not known to the Old Testament prophets


“but I speak concerning”- I speak in reference to 

“Christ and the church”- the mystery is not the unity of marriage (this has always been around), the mystery is the relationship between Christ and the believer (a part of the body of Christ) and how it mirrors Christian marriage

When the husband treats his wife as Christ treats the Church, it is a testimony to unbelievers, other believers and even angels.  It is a testimony to God’s grace in two different people brought together to exhibit His grace.
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v.33


“Nevertheless”- however

“let every one of you in particular”- Greek “kata hen”- according to a standard of one (Jesus Christ)


“so love”- Greek “agapao”- virtue-love


“his wife even as himself”- this is a command to continue to do this


“and the wife see that”- an imperative (a command)

“she reverence”- Greek “phobeo”- to respect; this is potential based on her volition to respond to her husband


“her husband”- respect for the husband is based on his leadership

In any relationship, you are no better in that relationship than you are as a person.  Therefore, we must first learn to love ourselves before we can love someone else.  Love for one’s self is a result of learning and applying Bible doctrine.  Bible doctrine teaches us that we are worth a great deal to God, even though we fail on occasion.  God’s love for us never stops as a result of our failure and He has provided a way of recovery for us, as stated in I John 1:9.  I love myself because of what God has done for me, not as a result of something that I have done, but as a result of the character of Christ being formed in me by the Holy Spirit.

