Lesson for August 6, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Sermon on the Mount

(Matthew 5:21-48)

Jesus continued His discourse in explaining the true meaning of the Law of Moses.  As we have studied, keeping the Law of Moses was never designed to give eternal life.  The law was designed to show a person their sinful nature and point them to Jesus Christ as the solution.  When Jesus Christ died on the Cross it was an exact picture of what had been demonstrated in the rituals and animal sacrifices practiced in the Old Testament.  In other words, Jesus Christ was the fulfillment of the law.

The Jewish leaders had distorted the law into a system of meaningless rituals and human works.  What began as a wonderful teaching aid for the nation of Israel had become a religious practice of law keeping taught by the Pharisees as the means of earning eternal life and pleasing God.  When Jesus began His ministry of teaching He was not introducing a “new law,” He was simply clarifying the old one.  However, in the Church Age in which we live there is a new law - the Law of Christ. 

The first Mosaic Law that Christ addressed was regarding murder. (Matthew 5:21) When the law said, “Thou shall not kill,” it was a reference to committing murder. (Exodus 20:13; Leviticus 24:17-20)  The Hebrew word for kill is “ratsach” and literally means to commit murder.  In Matthew 5:22, Jesus explained that it is not only the overt act of committing murder that is against God’s law, it also includes the mental attitude sin of hatred.  The Pharisees were concerned with only outward appearance, not what was really in their heart.  Jesus said that the person who harbors the mental attitude of hatred has already committed murder in his heart.  He then shows the natural progression of punishment that is due this person if he acts out his anger.  First, he will be in danger of punishment by the courts.  Second, he will be in danger of punishment by the council (a reference to the Sanhedrin, the highest court for the Jews).  And finally, he will be in danger of “hell fire,” a reference to the area outside of Jerusalem where trash and other things were continually being burned.  

Let’s be clear, a person does not go to hell for committing murder and this is not what Jesus was teaching.  Jesus was simply teaching that a hateful thought can lead to a hateful tongue and ultimately lead to the overt act.  All three of these are against the law of God and all deserve a certain degree of punishment.  Saying, “raca” or “thou fool” would be equivalent to us calling a person “empty-headed” or godless.  (Mathew 5:22)  It is not our place to sit in judgment of another human being.  Only God can judge a person righteously.
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In Matthew 5:23-26 Jesus taught the proper way to handle disagreements before they escalated into hatred and murder.  Before offering a sacrifice to God for your personal sins, make sure that you are not still harboring ill feeling toward another.  If so, go and make amends.  Notice, that Jesus taught that even if the grievance is not your fault, you are to make the attempt to reconcile with your neighbor.  This would have been a totally new interpretation on the Mosaic Law and not something that the Pharisees taught.

Jesus now used the sin of adultery to illustrate the true meaning of the law.  The overt act of adultery was condemned by the law as a sin against God.  However, Jesus said that just looking upon a woman with illicit desire is adultery.  Why?  Because you have acted out the sin of adultery in your mind, therefore, it is as if you have already committed the act.

Matthew 5:29-30 deals with self-judgment.  Once again, Jesus is not teaching that a person goes to hell if he commits adultery.  The word hell is the Greek word “geenna” and refers to the trash dump outside of Jerusalem.  Jesus used the word to warn His hearers of the danger of committing such sin and the divine judgment that will follow.  For the unbeliever, the divine judgment will be “whatever a man sows that will he also reap.”  For the believer, the divine judgment will be the same and more directly from the hand of God. It is always better to judge ourselves and correct the error of our way than to leave the punishment in the hands of the Supreme Court of Heaven.

What Jesus was teaching has great application for you and me.  The principle is that if there is something or someone who is tempting you to engage in any type of sin, you must be separated from that thing or that person.  It is better to lose a friend than to be led away from God and His plan for your life.  (I Corinthians 6:18,10:14; Titus 3:3, I Peter 2:11, 4:1-3)

Romans 1:18-32 contains the doctrine of degeneracy and how a person can allow himself to become susceptible to Satan’s deceitful tactics of human viewpoint thinking.  

History of Heathenism

(Romans 1:18-32)

v.18
“For the wrath of God”- Greek “orge”- anger with a view to judgment 


“is revealed”- Greek “apokalupto”- To unveil or to uncover

“against all ungodliness’- Greek “asebia”- that which is contrary to the character of God

“and unrighteousness”- Greek “adikia”- unjust, that which is contrary to the justice and righteousness of God

“who hold the truth”- Greek “katecho”- hold down, suppress
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Point of God Consciousness

v.19
“Because that which may be known”- Greek “Ginosko”- academic knowledge


“of God”- concerning God (John 1:3-5; 6:44-45)

“is manifest in them”- Greek “phaneroo”- to make visible, clear, known inside them

“for God hath showed it”- Greek- “phaneroo”- made clear


“unto them”- all men

At the point of God consciousness, God has obligated Himself to get the truth to a person who is positive and wants to know God. (John 7:17)

Passages that refer to man seeking God are speaking about man at God consciousness (Psalm 42:1-2; Acts 17:27)

V.20
“For the invisible things”- unseen things such as His person, His power, His essence

“are clearly seen”- discerned with the mind


“from the creation of the world”- since the creation


“being understood”- Greek “noeo”- to perceive with the mind


“by the things that are made”- revelation in creation


“even His eternal power”- omnipotence (must be a higher power)


“and Godhead”- deity (there must be a Supreme Being)

“so that they are without excuse - everyone reaches God consciousness and either chooses to go positive or negative in wanting to know God

Translation: Romans 1:18-20, “For God’s anger is unveiled against mankind’s thinking that is contrary to His character, His justice and His righteousness; who suppress the truth unjustly.  Because that which may be known concerning God is made clear to them, for God has made it clear so that man can reach God consciousness.  For the invisible things of God, such as His person, power and essence can be clearly discerned beginning with creation; being perceived by the things that God created, therefore, they are without excuse for not knowing God.”

Heathen at Gospel Hearing


Those who are negative at God consciousness are usually negative at Gospel hearing.

v.21
“Because that”- explanatory conjunction, because of the issue of God consciousness previously stated


“when they knew God”- Greek “ginosko”- to know or realize academically
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“they glorified Him not as God”- total rejection of the truth

“neither were thankful”- rejection of what God did for them in sending Jesus Christ


“but became vain”- Greek “mataioo”- void, vacumn, foolish


“in their imaginations”- Greek “dialogismos”- inward dispute or doubt


“their foolish heart- Greek “asunetos”- without discernment, senseless


“was darkened”- Greek “skotizo”- deprive of light

Heathenism is developed out of mental darkness, which comes from rejection of the light you are given either at God consciousness or Gospel hearing.  

(II Corinthians 4:3-4)


“Professing themselves”- Greek “epangello”- to proclaim


“to be wise”- Greek “sophos”- naturally learned

“they became fools”- Greek “moraino”- become tasteless, lose savor, dull 

v.23
“And changed the glory of the incorruptible God”- Greek “aphthartos”- does not decay, immortal


“into an image”- Greek “eikon”- a statue, similar representation


“made like to corruptible man”- does not decay, mortal

“to birds, four footed beasts, creeping things- things that men worship along with images of man himself

First Delivery: To Uncleanness

v. 24
“Wherefore”- because of their rejection


“God gave them up”- delivered them over to their own volition


Notice that God “gave them up,” not God “gave up on them!”

“To uncleanness”- Greek “akatharism”- immorality, impurity, no norms or standards


“through the lust”- Greek “orexis”- no restraint upon the sin nature

“of their own hearts”- mental attitude came first with the results of outward acts


“to dishonor”- Greek “atima”- disgrace

“their own bodies”- degrading their own bodies with all manner of vile passions among themselves or others

v.25
“Who changed” - Greek “allasso”- to exchange the truth of God at Gospel hearing


“into a lie”- accepts Satan’s lie of works for salvation


“and worshipped”- Greek prokuneo”- do reverence to


“served”- Greek “latreuo”- religious service

“the creature”- man worshipping man, lust of man towards man


“more than”- rather than
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“the creator”- the Lord Jesus Christ

“who is blessed forever”- seated at the right hand of the Father in a place of blessing

Second Delivery: To Vile Affections

v.26
“For this cause”- from verse 25


“God gave them up”- delivered them over


“to vile affections”- Greek “episitismos”- passions of dishonor

“for even their women did change” - exchange

“the natural use into that which is against nature- Greek “phusikos”- from the soul the regular law of nature, lesbianism from no control of the sin nature (not a disease, not born a lesbian, it is a choice)

v.27
“And likewise also the men leaving the natural use of women”- went against the regular law of nature


“burned” Greek “ekkaio”- sexually inflamed


“in their lust”- Greek “orexis”- reach after with intense desire


“one toward another”- male homosexuality


“men with men that which is unseemly”- Greek “aschemosune”- shameful

“and receiving in themselves”- all kinds of divine discipline not to mention the infection (Aids, etc.) that they bring upon themselves and society

“that recompense of their error - Greek “antapodoma”- a giving back in return


“which was meet”- Greek “dei”- was due, was inevitable

Third Delivery: To Reprobate Minds

v.28
“did not like to retain God”- Greek “echo- to have

“in their knowledge”- Greek “epignosis”- rejection of the salvation message; did not want to have this knowledge


“God gave them over”- delivered them over

“to a reprobate mind”- Greek “adokimos”- not standing the test, rejection, distortion

“to do those things which are not convenient”- Greek “katheko”- to be fitting; it is not fitting in accordance with divine norms and standards

Translation: Romans 1:21-28, “Because they rejected God at God consciousness, when they reached Gospel hearing, they didn’t glorify Him as God, neither were thankful for what God had done for them but became inwardly foolish without discernment and their souls were darkened.  Proclaiming themselves to be learned, they became morons and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into a statue made like corruptible man and animals. Therefore,
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God delivered them over to immorality by the inward desires of their souls to disgrace their own bodies.  Who exchanged the truth of God into a lie and worshipped and did service to the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.  For this cause, God delivered them over to passions of dishonor for their women exchanged the natural use into that which is against the regular law of nature.  Likewise the men left the natural use of women and were sexually inflamed toward other men and intensely desired other men and received the inevitable result of divine discipline and disease.  They did not like to have God’s knowledge in their souls so God delivered them over to distorted minds to do those things that are not fitting according to God’s norms and standards.”

Three Categories of Unrighteousness

(Romans 1:29-31)

“Being filled with all unrighteousness” in Romans 1:29 is in the perfect tense and means that it is a continuous action over a long period of time. 

I. Attitudes in General

A. Fornication - sexual sins outside of marriage

B. Wickedness - Greek “poneros- overt evil

C. Covetousness - Greek “pleonexis- to have more, lust

D. Maliciousness - Greek “kakia”- inner mental evil

II. Attitudes Towards People

A. Envy - Greek “phtonos”- mental attitude of jealousy

B. Murder - Greek “phonos- overt act of committing murder

C. Debate - Greek “eris”- strife, contention

D. Deceit - Greek “dolos”- snare, fraud

E. Malignity - Greek “kakoitheia”- base character, evil disposition, finds something wrong with everything

F. Whisperers - Greek “psithuristis”- gossipers, secret slanderers

G. Backbiters - Greek “katalosos”- openly speak evil against someone

III. Attitudes Toward God

A. Haters of God - antagonistic against God

B. Despiteful - Greek “enubrizo”- to treat insultingly

C. Proud - Greek “huperephanos”- arrogant, showing oneself above God

D. Boasters - Greek “alazon”- self-righteous, claims to be something he is not, doesn’t need God

E. Inventors of evil things - Greek “kakos”- evil in character, goes against God’s laws

F. Disobedient to parents - Greek “apithes”- unwilling to be persuaded, goes against God’s law that tells us to obey our parents
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G. Without understanding - Greek “asunetos”- without discernment, refuse to accept the light they are given

H. Covenantbreakers - Greek “asunthetos”- refusing to abide by a covenant, don’t keep their word, liars, sin against the nature of God

I. Without natural affection- homosexuality, goes against the natural laws of God, shows that this entire list is a list of heathenism

J. Implacable - Greek “aspondos”- will not be appeased or pacified, unbendable, has no compassion, only want it their way, ignore what God wants 

K.  Unmerciful - Greek “aneleemon”- unable to show mercy, no love for anyone, goes against the nature of God who loves all mankind

v. 32 
“Who knowing the judgment of God”- they are not ignorant of God’s judgment


“that they which commit such things”- habitually practice


“are worthy of death”- Greek “axios”- reward, wages


“not only do the same”- practice the things in the above list

“but have pleasure in them that do them”-  condone and admire the unrighteous behavior of others

“The heathen” knows exactly what he is doing when he rejects God and he knows what the consequences will be, but he chooses to do them anyway.  It is all arrogance, all sin.

Translation: Romans 1:29-32, “Being filled with all unrighteousness: overt evil, lust, inner mental evil in general.  They also are full of jealousy, murder, strife, deceit, evil disposition, slander towards others and openly speak evil against others. They also are haters of God, insulting, arrogant, self-righteous, having a mental attitude of evil against God.  They disobey parents, have no discernment and don’t keep their word.  Some are homosexuals, some cannot be appeased and some are unable to show mercy to anyone.  They know the judgment of God and know that if they habitually practice these things that they are worthy of death.  However, not only do they do these things, but they take pleasure in condoning and admiring others that do the same things.”

