Lesson for July 23, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Sermon on the Mount

Christ and the Law of Moses

(Matthew 5:17-20)
Contrary to what the Pharisees thought, and were accusing Him of doing, Jesus was not destroying the Law.  In reality, Jesus was fulfilling the Law.  Remember that the Law of Moses was much more than the Ten Commandments.  There were 613 laws that Jesus had to keep perfectly, and He did.  Jesus expanded on His statement by including the writing of the prophets in verse 17.  Jesus had not come to earth to destroy the Law of Moses or the writings of the prophets.  Instead, He came to fulfill all that had been written about Him by the prophets and to keep the Law perfectly.  This qualified Him to go to the Cross as a sinless human being, and pay the penalty for mankind’s sin.  

Romans 7

Verse 1 - Purpose of the Mosaic Law

“Know ye not brethren” - don’t you believers already know from the Old Testament Scriptures


“for I speak to them that know the Law” - the Jewish believers in Rome


“how the Law hath dominion over a man” - has the rule over


“as long as he liveth” – physical death removes the obligation of the Law

Paul was simply using an illustration of a Jewish believer who had lived in the Dispensation of Israel (most of his audience had just come out of this dispensation into the Church Age). 

Verse 2 - Marriage as an Illustration


“For the woman which hath a husband” - let’s take a woman that is married


“is bound by the law” - Greek “opheilo”- to owe, to be obligated

“to her husband, so long as he liveth” - marriage vows and the law obligate the woman to the man 

“but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband” - death obviously releases the woman from any marriage vows, etc.

The nation of Israel was obligated by the Mosaic Law.  It was given by God in three parts.  Codex #1 was the moral code (which included the Ten Commandments) for the human race, as given to Moses specifically for the Jewish nation.  Codex #2 was the spiritual code, which was shadow “Christology”, pointing to the Cross.  And Codex #3 was the social code regarding what to eat, what not to eat, etc.
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Verse 3

“So then, if while her husband liveth she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress, but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law” - when a person becomes a believer in Jesus Christ, he is no longer bound by the law, because in Christ (positional sanctification) the Jewish believers had been freed from the obligation to keep the law.  They were to now operate under a new law - the Law of Christ.

“so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man”- since the believer is dead to the law, he is free to “marry” another.  This is analogous to becoming a believer in Jesus Christ.

Verse 4

“Wherefore my brethen ye also are become dead to the law”- in the same manner as just described, a believer is dead to the law and free to marry another


‘by the body of Christ”- by means of the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf


“that ye should be married to another”- for the purpose of being “married” to another

“even Him who is raised from the dead”- believers are the Bride of Christ, placed in union with Him at salvation, so that they share all the blessings that God has given because they are heirs of Christ.


“that we should bring forth fruit unto God” - this is the production of divine good, which is only possible when a believer is being controlled by (filled with) the Holy Spirit

Verse 5

“For when we were in the flesh”- when we were unbelievers and controlled by the sin nature, which resides in the flesh


“the motions of sins”- Greek “pathema”- passions of sins


“which were by the law” - revealed by the law


“did work in our members” - all the ways that the sin nature works itself out from within us


“to bring forth fruit unto death”- as an unbeliever a person can produce only human good, which is dead works

Verse 6

“But now we are delivered from the law” - Greek “katargeo” - to abolish, to cease, to destroy, to do away with, to become of no effect, to make void


“that being dead, wherein we were held” - Greek “katecho”- bondage


“that we should serve in newness of Spirit” - a reference to our new life in Christ under the filling of the Holy Spirit

“and not in the oldness of the letter” - reference to the Mosaic Law
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The Mosaic Law was given to expose our sinfulness and our need for salvation.  The law was never designed for salvation by the observance of it.  At salvation, through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, we are no longer in bondage to the law.  We are to now place ourselves in bondage to the Law of Christ.

Verse 7

“What shall we say then” - in view of the afore mentioned 


“is the law sin?” - is the law evil


“God forbid” - definitely not


“Nay, I had not known sin” - Paul discovers that he has a sin nature as a result of his new understanding of the law as a believer


“but by the law”- by means of the law


“for I had not known lust” - which originates from the sin nature


“except the law said, thou shalt not covet” - number 10 of the Ten Commandments.  Paul uses a mental attitude sin to illustrate his point.

Verse 8

“But sin taking occasion by the commandment” - Greek “aphorme”- starting point, base of operation.  The sin nature is the base of operation for all sin.


“wrought in me” - Greek “katergazomai”- something inside working its way out


“all manner of concupiscence” - Greek “epithumeo”- lust or desire


“For without the law sin was dead” - without the knowledge of the law, the sin nature was unknown (dead to me)

Verse 9

“For I was alive without the law once” - I lived my life without any awareness of the law and therefore knew nothing of the my sin nature

“but when the commandment came”- when I became aware of the commandment, “Thou shalt not covet”


“sin revived” - Greek “anazo”- manifest, become apparent

“and I died” - Paul became aware that his condition prior to salvation was spiritual death

The new understanding of the law showed Paul that he had been spiritually dead from birth and that he possessed a sin nature

Verse 10


“And the commandment which was ordained to life” - the purpose of the law was to point the way to Christ and eternal life


“I found to be unto death” - it turned out that the law showed me that I was condemned to spiritual death
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Verse 11

“For sin, taking occasion by the commandment” - the sin nature revealed by the law “deceived me” - Greek “exapatao”- thoroughly deceived.  He had no idea that he was spiritually dead.  Paul was one of the most religious men of his day and I’m sure he thought he was doing God’s work when he persecuted Christians. 


“and by it slew me” - it brought him to the realization of spiritual death

Verse 12

“Wherefore”- therefore, the conclusion is; answers the question, “Is the law sin?”


“the law is holy” - the entire Mosaic Law is undefiled

“and the commandment” - the 10th commandment, “thou shalt not covet”


“holy, just and good”- Greek “hosios”- undefiled; Greek “dikaios”- righteous; Greek “agathosune”- virtuous

Verse 13

“Was then that which is good” - the Law was virtuous because it was given by God for a specific purpose


“made death unto me?” - made of “no effect” unto me, had no influence


“God forbid”- definitely not


“But sin”- the sin nature


“that it might appear sin” - be revealed as sin


“working death in me” - revealing spiritual death in me


“that sin by the commandment” - that sin by the norm and standard of the law


“might become exceeding sinful”- Greek “huperbole”- beyond measure

The function of the law was to reveal man’s true condition.  This condition was spiritual death and separation from God.  The law shows man just how sinful he is and how desperately he needs a savior.  Mankind is totally sinful and helpless to do anything about it apart from a relationship with Jesus Christ.

The truth, or doctrines, that were taught by the law do not pass away.  However, the ritual system of teaching these doctrines did pass away.  In the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, these doctrines were taught by Jesus.  In the Dispensation of the Church, these doctrines are taught by the pastor/teacher.

