Lesson for July 16, 2006

The Life of Christ

The Sermon on the Mount

The Salt of the Earth 

(Matthew 5:13)
The Bible must be interpreted in the time in which it was written.  In Biblical times salt was used for mainly two purposes: 1) As a preservative for food and 2) As seasoning for food.  It was with this in mind that Jesus called His followers “the salt of the earth.”  In the Old Testament salt was used to bind a covenant, which would have been analogous to the preservative nature of salt.  (Leviticus 2:13; Numbers 18:19; II Chronicles 13:5)  In the New Testament Paul uses salt as a metaphor for seasoning your speech. (Colossians 4:6)  Salt, therefore, becomes a metaphor for the preservative nature of the believer in any dispensation - preserving the clear Gospel message and disseminating the Word of God to all nations.  Salt also becomes a metaphor for the “seasoning effect” (a life and attitude that draws people to Christ) that a maturing believer has in the presentation of the Gospel by his life and by his speech.

The Preservative

Preserving a nation from national disaster and maximum divine discipline is the responsibility of mature believers.  This “pivot” of mature or maturing believers is said to be the “remnant according to grace.”  This remnant (pivot of believers) forestalls the discipline from God in the nation that has been chosen as God’s “client nation” when that nation fails to carry out its responsibility to God.  A client nation is a nation that God chooses to be His agent in Satan’s cosmic system.  The client nation becomes a place where individual freedom is maintained, privacy is protected, and property is protected. Believers who are citizens of the client nation are therefore allowed the freedom to meet, to share the Gospel, and to send out missionaries.  Believers residing in the client nation are the “salt of the earth” because it is through them that the nation is preserved and blessed by God.  Failure on the part of believers to advance to maturity will result in divine discipline and in some cases annihilation by their enemies from within or from without. (Romans 9:27, 11:5; Revelation18:23, 20:3,8; Hosea 4:1-6)
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The Seasoning

Dispensational truth must once again be applied in this passage in order to get the proper meaning.  The Dispensation of Israel concentrated on the corporate witness of the nation.  The nation itself was to be primarily the witness for Jehovah (Jesus Christ) to the world.  It was for this reason that God continually encouraged the Israelites to not follow after other pagan religions and not to intermarry with pagan nations.  Of course, we know that Israel utterly failed in their responsibility to be the “salt of the earth.”

In the Dispensation of the Hypostaic Union in which Jesus lived the individual believer was to be a witness to unbelieving Israel at first, but this later included all Gentiles.  Theirs was not a corporate witness such as we had in the Dispensation of Israel.  In the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union the Witness, Jesus Christ, was on the scene to present the Gospel.  After Christ’s ascension to Heaven, the Dispensation of the Church had already begun and we have individual believers given the responsibility of being the witnesses for Christ.  In the Church Age in which we live, all believers are ambassadors for Christ and all believers are charged with the responsibility to share the Gospel, one on one.  Those men with the spiritual gift of evangelism are charged with the responsibility to share the Gospel as a ministry in large group settings. 

Salt as a seasoning adds flavor to the food on which it is applied.  In the same manner, the believer who uses language that has been seasoned through the knowledge of Bible doctrine will be a more effective witness for Christ.  The life of the believer who has seasoned his mind with the knowledge of God’s Word becomes an effective witness for the prosecution in the Angelic Conflict.  It is this maturing believer who recognizes his responsibility as an ambassador for Christ and freely and boldly shares the Gospel when the opportunity presents itself.

The reverse of this positive influence by the believer is also addressed by Jesus in Matthew 5:13.  Jesus said, “If the salt becomes foolish, how will it be salty?  It is good for nothing further except to be cast outside to be trampled by men.”  The King James Version of the Bible uses the phrase, “if the salt have lost its savour.”  The Greek word for savour is “moraino” and means foolish.  The “unsalty” believer is foolish.  He is foolish because he has become involved in Satan’s cosmic system through reversionism.  Reversionism is the condition of a believer who is negative toward Bible doctrine and has stopped growing spiritually.  It is failure to follow God’s plan of executing the Christian Way of Life.  The reversionist is a believer in perpetual carnality, out of fellowship with God and controlled by his sin nature.  (If you are not advancing toward spiritual maturity as a Christian, you are retreating into reversionism).  The end result with regard to being the “salt of the earth” for the reversionistic believer is a flawed testimony for Christ. 

Page 3, The Life of Christ, The Sermon on the Mount Part 2

The Light of the World

(Matthew 5:14-16)

Again Jesus uses a metaphor to describe the advancing believer.  As the believer advances toward spiritual maturity he is to be a light that leads others to Christ.  The world is in darkness and God uses the testimony of the believer to spread light into it.  Under the power of the Holy Spirit, the believer is letting “his light” shine before others so that they can see the character of Jesus Christ being produced in him.  This means that the believer must have a maturing relationship with God in order to be an effective witness for Christ.

The testimony of the believer is continually being displayed before others.  “Hiding a light” in these passages is analogous to believer out of fellowship with God and living a life controlled by his sin nature.  As ambassadors for Christ we are to have a twofold testimony before men: 1) Execution of the Christian Way of Life and 2) Sharing the Gospel with others.  This privilege has been given to all Church Age believers.

The question of the need to witness for Christ should be obvious to any Christian.  There are people without Christ who we can introduce to the Gospel.  It is true that God is not limited by our lack of faithfulness to share the Gospel.  However, in order for us to be obedient, we need to witness for Christ.  It is always a great joy to see a person trust Christ as Savior as a result of our witness.   (Luke 16:23-26; John 3:18; II Corinthians 5:11)

The most important reason to share the Gospel is that God has commanded us to do so.  We have studied in the past the fact that we are ambassadors for Christ.  As His representatives, we have been entrusted with the Gospel message, much like Israel was under the Law.  I believe we can all agree that we do not want to fail as Israel did in our responsibility to the Lord.  (Mark 16:15; II Timothy 4:1-2; I Corinthians 9:16)

The final reason for witnessing is that it is our privilege as believers.  God could have chosen angels to carry the message of salvation, but He didn’t.  God gave us that privilege.  If God loved us so much to send Christ as our substitute, it only makes sense that we would want to share this information with others. 

(I Thessalonians 2:4,19; II Corinthians 5:19; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16; John 15:8)

Jesus said that if a believer lets his light shine before men that he will bring glory to God the Father.  The believer who is motivated to witness by any other means than the filling (control) of the Holy Spirit does not bring glory to God.  The filling of the Holy Spirit produces love for God as the advancing believer consistently learns and applies Bible doctrine.  
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The good works of these passages are divine production produced by the believer when he is controlled by the power of the Holy Spirit.  This also means that the believer has confessed any known sin directly to God and is in fellowship with God.  The Book of James gives several illustrations of how faith and works fit together in the life of the believer.  Faith alone in Christ alone gives a person eternal life and can never be earned nor does anyone deserve it.  Divine good works are produced in the life of the believer by the Holy Spirit after salvation.

Jesus Christ is the True Light of the World


As believers in union with Christ we become the light of the world as we allow His character to be produced in us.  In the Tabernacle of Israel the golden candlestick was a perfect type of Christ.  (Exodus 25:31-39; 37:17-24)  The candlestick was located in the Holy Place and was the only source of light in the Tabernacle.  Light, of course, was essential for the priests to see to perform their duties.  The candlestick (lamp stand) was made of a solid piece of gold and consisted of seven branches.  The solid piece of gold and the seven branches speak of Christ’s perfection.  The candlestick pictures Christ as the Light of the World, indwelt and filled with the Holy Spirit.  Olive oil (a type of the Holy Spirit) was burned in the candlestick.  In the new Tabernacle or Temple in Revelation 21 there will be no need of light, since Christ will be “the Light” dwelling in it. (John 1:9; 3:19-20; 12:35-36)

