Lesson for March 5, 2006 

The Life of Christ

The Temptation of Christ

“For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”  (Hebrews 4:15)

As deity, Christ was not able to sin and as a human, He was able not to sin.  Therefore, He went to the Cross in a state of sinless perfection.  How did Christ accomplish such a feat as living a sinless life?  We must remember that Christ in His humanity could have sinned and was tempted to do so on many occasions.   In His humanity, He endured much greater temptations and testing than we will ever face, and yet He was able to avoid committing any form of sin (even mental attitude sin).  

The power that Christ used to overcome the temptation to sin is the same power that you and I have as believers. This power was the supernatural power of God the Holy Spirit using Bible doctrine that was resident in His soul.  

Isaiah 50:4-5 gives us a prophetic glimpse of how Jesus would grow up learning God’s Word.  Verse four gives the reason that Christ learned Bible doctrine.  God the Father will give the humanity of Jesus Christ “the tongue of the learned” as a result of His study.  In Hebrew the word “tongue” refers to a message and “learned” refers to studying.  The Lord God gave Christ “a studied message.”  The reason was so that Christ would know how to speak Bible doctrine to the “weary ones.”

The mechanics of how this would be accomplished are also given in verse four.  “He wakes each morning (daily) and God teaches Him (He waketh mine ear to hear) as the learned (with the result that He learned).”   Verse five continues: “The Lord God ‘opens mine ear,’ which is a Hebrew idiom meaning to give instruction.  Also notice that Christ would be teachable, which means He had humility in His soul and was positive to accurate doctrinal teaching.

Verse six is a very clear prophesy of the suffering that Jesus would endure before He went to the Cross.  By the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God in His soul, Jesus Christ overcame the temptation to retaliate against those who were treating Him unfairly.
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The Threefold Temptation by Satan

Immediately after the baptism of Christ by John the Baptist, Jesus was led into the desert by the Holy Spirit to be tempted by Satan. Three of the four Gospel writers mention the temptation of Christ by Satan.  Matthew and Luke give the most details of this experience.  

After Christ was led into the desert, He fasted for forty days.  At the end of this fast, naturally Christ was hungry.  Satan used the opportunity of hunger to tempt Jesus into violating the will of God.  Of course, Jesus was up to the satanic challenge because He had spent years in the study and application of the Word of God and was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Satan said to Jesus, “If (and you are) thou be the Son of God, command these stones be made bread.”  Satan was tempting Christ to violate the principle of kenosis (the restriction of the use of His deity), which would have given Satan the victory in the Angelic Conflict.  Please note Christ’s response to Satan’s ludicrous suggestion.  Jesus answered and said, “It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  Jesus used properly-applied Bible doctrine to answer Satan.

Then Satan took Jesus to the top of the temple in Jerusalem and tempted Him to throw Himself off, since angels would not allow Him to be harmed.  Here Satan quotes Scripture, but misapplies it.  Jesus answered and said, “It is written again, Thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.”  This was not a reference to Jesus being tempted, but God the Father.  Satan was tempting God the Father to violate the free will of Christ by protecting Him regardless of His actions.

Finally Satan took Jesus to the top of the highest mountain and offered Him all the kingdoms of the world, if Christ would fall down and worship Satan.  This was a legitimate offer since Satan is the ruler of this present world.  Jesus answered and said, “Get thee behind me Satan, for it written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou serve.”

Since the fall of Adam, Satan has taken over as ruler of this world system.  Therefore, he uses the world system to influence the believer.  His greatest weapon is to counterfeit the truth.  To give us something as close to the truth as possible, so that we are easily deceived, is Satan’s greatest ploy.   
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Some of these counterfeits are:

1. Religion - Galatians 1:6-8; I Corinthians 10:21

2. Satan’s evangelists, ministers and apostles - II Corinthians 11:13-15

3. Satanic doctrine - Ephesians 4:14; Colossians 2:8; I Timothy 4:1-3
4. Satan’s pseudo-righteousness- II Corinthians 11:15; Matthew 23:27-28
We know from the Word of God that Satan and his demons cannot indwell a believer (I John 4:4), but they can influence us to have human viewpoint and to commit sin.  This is accomplished mainly through the world system in which we live.  

Here are some ways in which Satan does this:

1. Uses demons to indwell unbelievers who deceive believers – 

I Timothy 4:1-3

2. Satan deceives believers himself (only a few in history) – 

II Corinthians 11:3; I Peter 5:8; Acts 5:4

3. Uses the pleasures of this world - Colossians 2:8

4. Uses demons to abuse, oppress or attack - II Corinthians 12:7; Acts 10:38; Ephesians 6:12

5. Satan hinders us by using outside forces - I Thessalonians 2:18

The power of God the Holy Spirit and the proper use of Bible doctrine were the tools that Christ used to overcome temptation.  We must use these same tools when faced with temptation. 

Temptation is not a sin.  For the advancing believer, overcoming temptation is a matter of utilizing the tools God has given him: Bible doctrine in the soul (stored and available for use) and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  The first step in overcoming temptation is to recognize it as temptation.  Temptation is an opportunity for spiritual growth.  If you are never tested as a believer, you will never experience the joy of watching Bible doctrine work for you.  If you have prepared yourself by learning the proper mechanics of the Christian Way of Life, your chance of success is greatly multiplied.  

The Bible gives us numerous examples of believers who overcame the temptation to sin.  Avoiding people, places and circumstances that you know will likely influence you to sin is a method used in the Bible to avoid being tempted to sin.  For example, Joseph ran when Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him. (Genesis 39) 
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Temptation ultimately comes from the sin nature.  Therefore, controlling the sin nature must be the key to avoiding or overcoming it.  The sin nature is bombarded daily by the satanic influence of Satan’s world system with its human viewpoint.  If the sin nature is allowed to control the soul, the believer is more likely to succumb to the temptation to sin.  Being weak by thinking human viewpoint makes a believer vulnerable to temptation.  When we indulge our sin nature by wrong thoughts, words or actions, we lose any momentum that we have in our spiritual lives.  This, of course, weakens our spiritual life and strengthens our sin nature.  If, on the other hand, the Holy Spirit is allowed to be in control of your soul, then you will be able to overcome the temptation to sin.

Proper preparation is the key.  Spiritual strength is a result of spiritual growth.  Spiritual growth comes from consistent intake and application of accurate Bible doctrine.  Spiritual growth results in Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  Divine Viewpoint Thinking can be developed only when a believer is in fellowship with God and filled with the Holy Spirit.  Constantly learning and reviewing the doctrinal principles from Bible doctrine and having a predetermined plan of action will help the believer overcome temptation. Handling stress and the influences of outside forces (which can cause us to let our guard down) can be dealt with using the Ten Problem Solving Devices.  

Going to church once or twice a week for a couple of hours will not result in the necessary spiritual strength to overcome temptation.  We must be ready for the influences of Satan, his demons and his world system by becoming skillful in the use of Bible doctrine.  As believers, we are in a spiritual battle and we must be ready for “surprise attacks” and combat by becoming strong through the exercise and the use of Divine Viewpoint Thinking.  Divine Viewpoint Thinking should be a way of life for all believers, in time of “peace” and in the time of “war.”  We prepare during “peacetime” so that we will be ready during “wartime.” (Hebrews 5:13-14)

